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But that @ writer f Dr. Jes 


"hn; #vpolitics ahd religists; ſnould 


lbgrapher, 


A So comium 


REFACE 


comium on his character and his writ- 
ings, is a deciſive evidence of the ſu- 
_ petior excellence uf both. And it is 
very remarkable, that he who is ſo free. 
in his cenſures of others, whoſe lives 
he has written, ſhould find ſo little to 
blame in him. The Diflenters will think 
that Dr. Johnſon has done himſelf ha- 
.nqur in the teſtimony he has borne in 
favour of a man-whoſe ſentiments; both 
in eccleſiaſtical, and political matters, 
were ſo oppoſite to bis on; at the 
a ſame time that they muſt beſhighly gra- 
tified with the honour which redounds 
to Dr. Watts's character from the appro- 
Aer of ſo diſtinguiſhed a writer- 
It is not to be wondered at that this 
e domddibe, ſo ſhort, ſince à life 
like that of Dr. Watts, ſo: much led in 
retirement, and attended with ſo few 
variations, could not furniſn many hiſ- 
torical facts. And it was to be expected 
that a biographer, ke Dr. Johnfon, 
whoſe ſtudies; were of ſo different a na- 
ture, would be ſparing in his remarks 
on the en 8 pullicatians, of which 
of os Hic c. bing es cl meft 
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mol were of a theological * cat 
kind, adapted to the capacities and taſtes 
of the bulk of chriſtian readers, and ſe- 
veral of them on controverſial ſuhjects; 
nor could it be thought, that he ſhould 
enter minutely into the writer's diſtin- 
guiſhing | ſentiments on. doctrinal mat- 
ters. Nor indeed can any, who poſ- 
ſeſs much knowledge of mankind, how 
high ſoever their veneration for the cha- 
racter and writings of Dr. Watts, be 
greatly diſappointed at any expreſſions 
dropped from the biographer's 8 pen, 
Which have the appearance of cenſure. | 
The greater wonder is, that theſe, are 
ſo few and inconfſ derable. It might alſo 
be expected, that! in uch: a life, written 
by ſuch an author, ſome material arti- 
cles ſhould be omitted or miſtaken. . 5 
on theſe conſiderations, valuable as 
this piece of biography is, it may not 
de an unacceptable ſervice to the pub- 
lic, eſpecially to the Proteſtant Diſſen - 
ters, if at the ſame time that they are 
preſented with a detached copy of Dr. 
g Johnſon's Life of this great and good 
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— Much bras been faid; about Di. "A 
laſt thoughts on this point, but nothing 


written that is ſatis factory; Perſonis of 
different parties being deſirous to have 


it appear, that o conſiderable a man ws 
on their ſide; while thoſe who have 


on this head, have thought themſelves 


bound, by prudence at Ieaſt, to wWirh- 


hold it. Dr. Gibbons, among aW the 


minute drcuifiſtances he has veeb red 


has not even glanced at arty thiks hel 


culiar in. Pr. MWattss marmer ef Ee 
ceiving with reſpect d cis point, which 


he laboured more than ar Other; fir 
on: that part of his hiſtory which: vas * 
eonhected with it. 28 © Fiore 2 01 HOLA 


gument for or againiſt any Feptcſentizs 


L 5 tion of this doctrine, ca h dra wil Ffm 
= the ſentiments ben of Watts, But 
it is certainly a ratter of Infibbent cal 


rioſity, to know what were the conclu- 


ſions of ſo great and good a man, upon 


fuch a point after all that he had read 
and thought, and written concerning it. 
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And it muft-be granted chat the man- 4 
ner in which, and the temper ' with = 
which, ſo able and free and candid an 
Enquirer | purſued: his inveſtigations of 
this much diſputed: article of chriſtian 
faith, may be of uſe to direct others, 
and young ſtudents eſpecially, in their 
Enquiries concerning it. 
If any thing here advanced be not 
ſtrictly true, it is without the writers 
knowledge, as he has aſſerted nothing 
but what upon the moſt impartial ex- _ 
amination he himſelf believed. And if 
any one is able to give the world a 
more juſt repreſentation of the matter, 
he would be the firſt to make his ac- 
knowledgments; as no one would be 
more highly gratified than himſelf to 
knqw chat were the dying ſentiments of 
ſo able and pious a man as Dr. Watts, 
how different ſoever they might r 
to berfrom e 1 „1 2) 
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Watts with the followin gl information: : 


be Form of Dr. Watts were by my tes 
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„ inſerted, ; in the late Col- 


lection *; the readers of which are to im- 
Te Wed to me whatever" pleafure or -wearts 
[i neſs they i may find 3 in the peruſal of Hire 
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more, Watts, Pomret, an®Falden.” 0 
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15 * It is poſlible this publication, may fall into the, hands 
of ſome | who need to be informed, that the Collection 
referred to is, Ws he Morte of the Engliſh Poti, with Bre- 
faces Biagr aphical and Critical, in Sixty tꝛuo Falusiet + 
and that Dr, Johnſen. wrote theſe PREFACES, which 
were afterwards, printed by themſelyes, in Four Vo- 
lumes dyo. from whence | the following Life, of Dr. 


Watts i is extracted. 
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+ LIFE OF DR, WATTS, 


We ſhall give this learned and maſterly 
writer's account of War rs at length, that 
the reader may form the more impartial 
judgment concerning it, and by way of Norte ' 

_ ſhall offer ſome animadverſions on ſuch parts 
ol it as appear to be erroneous or exception-— 
able, and ſubjoin various þ Soon Anec- | 
dotes. 5 ; - 2 


- ISAAC WATTS was born July 175 
1674, at Southampton, where his father, of 
the fame name, kept a boarding-ſchool for 


young gentlemen, though common report 


makes him a ſhoe-maker [A]. He appears, 


fa}. This . ce report” 1 is. by no means common,” 
The Editor, who has often heard Mr. Watts ſpoken 
of, neyer met with it before. And it is ſurpriſing this 
author ſhould have introduced it, at leaſt without a mark 
of the ſtrongeſt diſapprobation; ſince it evidently ap- 
pears to be totally void of foundation, from Dr. Gib- 
bons's Lin of Dr. Watts, (which our author had read} 
in the firſt page of which he mentions it, in a note, as a 
well-known matter of fact, that the Doctor's Father 
« was the maſter of a flouriſhing Boarding-Schoof at 
| cc Southampton, which was in ſuch reputation, that 
e oentlemen's ſons were ſent to it from America and 
& the Weſt-Indies for education.“ It is indeed of littls* | 
| conſequence what any man's extraQtion was: but if the 
fact be well known, why ſhould any idle reports be men- 
tioned whigh have the appearance of a diſparagement 57 


N F -£ t from 


* ©. 


— 


W I r H N of KY 


trom the narrative. of Dr. Silke, to have 
been neither indigent. nor Uliterate. 
Iſaac, the eldeſt of nine children, was 
A given to books from his infancy, and began, 
= | we are told; to learn Latin when b. was four | 
years old. I ſuppoſe, at home.. 
1 He was afterwards taught Latin. Greek, 
4 nad Hebrew, by Mr. Pinhorn, a clergyman, | 
maſter of the Free-ſchool/ at Southampton, 
to whom the gratitude of his ſcholar after- 
wards inſcribed a Latin Ode [B J. 
His proficiency at ſchool. was ſo conſpi- 
cuous, that a ſubſcription was propoſed for 
his ſupport at the Univerſity; but he de- 
clared his reſolution to take his lot with the 
Diſſenters [o]. Such he was as every Chriſtian 
rcd would Fejpie to, have ee „ 
III 45] ; xd bara 68 
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81 oy This int and er claflical ode! was Written 
at the age of twenty. It is.inſerted in the Lyric Poems, 
and Dr. Gibbons has given a copy of it, with a good 
Englim Tranſlation, Memoirs, p. 7-18. g 


[c) This refolution was the more remarkable, as lis 
Father had ſuffered much for his Nontonformity. A 
circumſtance which, taken in connexion: with, the re- 
ſpect ſhewn to the fon by the members of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, affords a ſtriking proof that in his determina- 
tion to take his lot with the Diſſenters, he was actuated 
purely of a regard to conſcience, It was therefore ſur- 

B 2 7 piling 


TIO SID n he 
PO <2 5 LIES 3 

e 3 

Ade Io * At 

n a 

ey" v5 * 


- LIFE OF'D R WA TTS, 


Fe therefore repaired in 1690 to an aca- 
demy taught by Mr. Rowe, where he had 
for his companions and fellow-ſtudents Mr. 
Hughes the poet, and Pr. Horte, afterwards 
© Ardlibiſhop of Tuam. Some Latin Eſſays, 


both philoſophical and theological, ſuch as 


ſtudy. 
dey Hey was, as ke kitits 3 in his Miſetlanies, 


in his -youth he appears to have paid atten- 


when he was ſeventeen, are remarkably eaſy 
rn 
deformed by the Pindarick folly then pre- 
wailing, and are written with ſuch. neglect of 
all metrical rules as 1s without example 
among the ancients ; but his diction, though: 
perhaps not always exactly pure, has ſuch 


priſing that his biographer (eſpecially after che high en- 
: comium which follows) ſhould, in the cloſe of this piece, 


is. Nonconformity. But of this kurtber notiere Will 
1 82 .6- Fi. 5 © Os E $0 | Was. 


fuppofed to have deen written as exerciſes at 
this academy, ſhew a degree of knowledge, 
OY attain I a th Loon, Xu roman of 


a maker of verſes from fifteerr to fifty, and - 


rant. Some of his other odes are. 


eopiouſneſs and ſplendour, as ſhews that he. 


| "have ſuggeſted any thing like a reflection upon him for 


tion to Latin poetry. His verſes to his 
brother, in the giyconiet meaſure, written 
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was but a very little: diſtance from /excel- 
lence. His method of ſtudy was to impreſs 


by abridging them, and by itterleaying them 


1 to amplify one © with e, "a 
another [pol. : 
Win che congregation of his tutor. 
R;NMr. Rowe, who were, I believe [E], Inde- 
U mach he communicated ; in his n | 
3 | 8 - 0. At 
q (631 Ie with, 7 * with, De. Watts, to. 6 re- 
7 no in the margin of his books, and in the blank 
leaves to write an account, of what was moſt diſtin- 
3 guiſhing in them, to inſert his opinion of the whole, 
d ſtate his objections to what he thought exceptionable, 
J and' to illuſtrate and confirm what appeared to him juſt 
J and important. The writer of theſe notes has ſeen ſes 
3 veral of the Doctor s books with fuch MS. obſervations, 
1 and he has one now before him, entitled 1 Treatiſe of | 
I Human Reaſon, from whence he will tranferibe ſome of 
q the Doctor 80 remarks i in an Appendix, as 2 ſpecimen of h 
4 his manner, which he apprehends the readet will not 
— only eſteem. as a curioſity, but value for their inttinſe ; 
n F 


(£] From He: Gibbons's 8 account this f is ah ale. 


| Dre. Watts afterwards ranked 7 Among the Tndependent : 
XZ miniſters: a character which. indeed more properly be⸗ 5 

E | longs to Diſſenting Miniſters j in general than: any other; ; 4 

dor they and their churches are totally independent of - 


each W and in religious matters are ſubject to no fo- 
| B 3 : 5 reign 


* 1 T HN Q TE. 8. T $ 


the contents of his books upon his memory 


1 
= 
2K 
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At the age of twenty hel left the aca- 
1 demy, and ſpent two years in ſtudy and de- 
votion [y] at the houſe of his father who 
treated him with great tenderneſs; and had 
the happineſs, indulged to few parents, of 
living to ſee his ſon eminent for cliterature 
and venerable for piety. Ile Was then en- 
tertained” by Sir John Hartopp five years, as 
domeſtic tutor to his ſon; and in that time 
particularly devoted himſelf to the ſtudy of 


* ign juriſdiction v whatever. A principle | in itſelf highly 
atiönaf, and moſt "favourable to religtous Thberty, as 
yett * as oft agreeable 40 the ſeripturecplan; in which 
OD ns traces "of 4 Hational church, or eee autho- 
7 nes Urs 46 be fbund. 8 OY 5 a eee 


Arg. In this he 1 13 — and this. 
ir zs hat. moſtly contributed. to his Future greatneſs, 
Happy are thoſe young miniſters who have; opportunity : 
for following a. like, courſe, and thrice happy they who 
have. wiſdom. to improye it. It i is much to be lamented, 

| that, Diſſenting, Miniſters, (he are expected to preach | 
their;own. ſermons, generally two in A week, and. theſe | 
new. compoſitions, of much, greater length — is uſual 
in the eſtabliſhment, as well 'as to pray from their own, 
conception) ſhould enter on their Ppublic work at ſo 
early? a period as they often do, ſome being not twenty | 

7 years 0 of ae an many but little x more, A year or-two 

ſpent in retirement, or with an aged miniſſer, would 
contribute. more to qualify them for the miniſtexial fune- 


tion, than al their academical ſtudies, 5 cit 1165 | . 


[4 
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N 4 


"1475 8 


„ E , 2+ 2 ns 
44x * * 0 * 1. ) _ 4 
WI T 8.7 


the HolyScriptures: ; and being choſen aſſiſtant 
to Dr. Chauncy, preached the firſt time on 
the birth-day that compleated his twenty 


fourth year; probably conſidering that as 


the day of his ſecond nativity, by which he 


entered on a new period of exiſtence... © 


In about three years he ſucceeded Dr. 
Chauncy; but ſoon after his entrance on his 
charge, he was ſeized by a dangerous illneſs, 
which ſunk him to ſuch weakneſs, that the 
congregation thought an aſſiſtant neceſſary, 
and appointed Mr. Price LJ. His health - 
then returned gradually, and he performed 
his duty till (171 2) he was ſeized by a fever 
of ſuch violence and continuance, that, from 
the feebleneſs which! it brought upon hm. by: 
Never perfectly recovered. 


e This calamitous * ſtate IN. fi com- 


paſſion of his friends neceſſary, and dr ew 
upon him the attention of Sir Thomas ; Abney, 
who Teceiyed him into "his houſe; where, 
with a conſtancy « of friendſhip and, uniformity : 
"of; conduct not often to be found, he was 
treated, for thirty-ſix years, | With all the 


n 17 a N (ii 
tel A WEEN 'of excellent e a abili- 
ties. He was an to the preſent: Rev. ee . 

D. D; F, KS. n 13 1 5 . Ts 


E . kindes 


| 


_ 
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ad{hip. could prorapt, and 
| all the attention that reſpect could; dictate. 
Sir Thomas died about eight years gfter- 


wards; but he continued with the lady and 
her ganghters Lal to the end of his life. 
The lady died about a year aftex him. A4 


coalition like this, a ſtate in which, the notions 
of patronage and dependence were ver- 
powered. by: the. perception. of reciprocal be- 
nefits, deſerves a Partievler memorial {1}; - 


fu} Of Whore" the laſt ſurvives, Mrs. "Elizabeth. Abe 
ney, was the lady to vhm Dr. Gibbons dedicated his 
Life of Ot. Muttz, She died at Stat Newington, Rug. 2 
1782. Her character for piety; prudence, ! and benevo- 
| lence, was worthy of one who had enjoyed the inſtruc. 
tions and example of ſuch a man as Dr. Watts. In her 
laſt will ſhe dteovered à ſingular inftance of a publio 
ſpirit, leaving all the produce of ber eſtates (after the 
payment of ſeveral diſcreet and benevolent legacies): to 
be diſpoſed of for charitable geen at the Mice. 
of ner executors, 


[1] How bunmureble 5 pk N it be for gens. | 
tlemen of fortune, and for their families; as w yell as for 
the Clergy themſelves, if * Coalitions“ like this were 
more frequent. How lamentable is it, that thoſe Who 
are honoured, with the name of {Chaplains to our great 
men, have {fo ſeldom any other adyantage from ſuch a 
connection than a promotion to a living, and are ho fur- 
ther uſeful to their patrons, thai to aſiſt them i in r 
1 dime or canvaſs for them at an election! 


as 
i 1 
0 ” .# "a x f 1 
- "= 74 . 3 
: EX . 
4 ” * 8 we * 89 . 
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and I will not withhold. fromthe reader Dr. 
Gibbons 8 repieſentation,: t0; which regard; 1 18- 
to be paid: as. to. the narratwe of one win, 
writes what he knows, and what is known 
likewiſe to multitudes. beſides. [This Jon 


Quotation from Dr. Gibbons We we ſhall be beret fri, 


10 151 EE wr. 0 11 46) 0959 161; ubs 
ger +7 2-0 Sond 8 ES, 45 ee Ik. 
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b. Oer nicht obſttvation n i de ont 


4 markably kind providence which bbaght the Do& 


c into Sir Thomas Abneys fanilly, atid continued En 


* there till his death, a period of: 88 Jes than thirry- fix 


«years, Th the midſt of his ſacred fabours for the gl 
f God, -atiff 206d bf his generation, fe is ſeized 9 85 
„ moſt violent and chreatuillg fever, which” leaves 
* him oppreſſed with great weaknels, and put 2 top at | 
5c feaſt to his public. ſervices for four Years. . e 

"ON In this di ſtreſſing. ſeaſon, doubly ſo to his. abe 
ce ang pious ſpirit, he 1 is invited to Sir Thomas Abney's 
667; Family,” nor ever removes from it till he had finilhied 
de his days. Here he enjoyed the yaigterrupted demon- 
0 rations of the trueſt friendſhip. "Here without any 


6 care of his own, be had every thing. which could ci con- 


$6 tribute to the enjoyment- of life, and favour . the 1 un- 


t wearied purſuits of his ſtudies. Here he dwelt i in 2 
* family, which, for piety, order, harmony, and every, 
os vir tue, was an houſe of God, where he had, the pri- 
„ vilege of country receſs, the fragrant bower, the 
"7 ſpreading lawn, the flowery garden, and other adyan- 


"FT tages, to ſooth his mind and aid his reſtoration to 


6 health; to yield bim, whenever he choſe them, moſt 
Fe graceful intervals from his laborious ſtudies, and en- 


5 ; ” | co able. 
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e If this quotation has appeared long, let 
* 'be conſidered that it compriſes an account 
of ſix and thirty years, and thoſe. bude my 
N 


<5 

TA 
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| < is. * 15 return to chem, wiſh redoubled vigour 
fp 5 be. * Ji eſs 

2:86 Had it a been. for this moſt babe iis; he might 
44 28 to outward view, have feebly, it may be painfully, 

ct, dragged on through many more years of languor, and 

f 95 inability, for public ſeryice, and even for profitable 
<c ſtudy, or perhaps might have ſunk into his, grave, 

<< under the overyhelming load. of infirmi ties in the 

- 4 RG. of his days; and thus the church and world 
123 haye beep, een of h many . 


& dies; but bis "Imiable conſort 1 who — 
5 the Doctor the ſame reſpect and friendſhip as before, 
< and moſt bappily for him and great numbers beſides ; 3 
cc for, as her riches were great, her generoſity and mu- 
cc nificence were in full proportion; her thread of life 
«© was drawn out to, A great age, even beyond that of, 
cc "the Doctor's; and thus this excellent man, throu gh 
4 her kindneſs and that of her daughter, the preſe ent 
& Mrs. Elizabeth Abney * , who in a like degree eſ- 
1 teemed and hondufed him, enjoyed all the benefits 
„. and felicities he experienced at his firſt entrance into, 
of wis family, till his days were numbered and finiſhed, 
and, like a ſhock 6f corn in its ſeaſon, he aſcended 
4 into the et of petfett and immortal life arid I joy.” 


Mat . * 


5 # Mentioned i in Note Lu). 1 Meg N 
5 From 


| them with the Titles abridged: ENG 5 


ceorning Jeſus Chriſt.—24. The Glory of Chriſt as God- 


W I T HN G EIS 'm 
. From the time of his reception into 
this family, his life was no other wiſe diverſi- 
fied than by ſucceſſive publications. The 


ſeries of his works I am not able to _ 
duce [j]; their number and variety, ſhew- 


the intenſeneſs of his induſtry and the exthilt 
of his 8 975 en 
„ „ « He 


es. 3 7 
5 — CA ad Sf 


" 
= The DoAor s Works are eas in ken ellis 


Quarto. The following is 4 compleat* Celle hen of 


— 


1 Sermons on various Subjects. —2. A Guide to | 
Prayer,—3. The Chriſtian Doctrine of the Trinity,— 


| 4. Seven Diſſertations on Ditto. —5. Death and Heaven. 
—b. A Defence againſt the Temptations to Self. murder. 


— A Cayeat againſt Infidelity. —8. The Strength and 


| Weakneſs of human Reaſon, . 9 An humble Attempt | 
towards the Revival of PraQtical Religion.—10. Dif- 


courſes on the Love of God ; and the Uſe and Abuſe 
of the Paſtions,—1 1. The Redeemer and Sanckifier.— 
Fo, The Holineſs of Times and Places. —13. A Book 


of Catechiſms, i in Number 5. —i4. Prayers for Children, | 
15. A ſhort View of the whole Scripture Hiſtary.— 


16. Humility repreſented in the Character of St, Paul. 


—17. Self-Love and Virtue reconciled by Religion. 


18. The World to come, — 19. The Ruin and Recovery 


of Mankind. 20. The Harmony of all Religions which 
God ever preſcribed. 21. Orthodoxy and Charity 


united. — 2. The Rational Foundation of a' Chriſtian 


Church. 23. Uſeful and Important Queſtions con- 


man? 


„% ITE o DR. wars, 
He was one of the firſt authors that 


1 


taught the Diſſenters to court attention by 


the graces of language. Whatever they had 
among them before, vchether of learning or 


acutenefs, was commonly obſcured and blunt- 


ed * coarſeneſs and 18 0 of OI [ * 


: 
22 


man.—25. Bange Deus n A Reformation 
Sermon 27. Sermon on the 
28. Nine Sermons in the Buryſtreet Collection.— 

29. Queſtions for Students. in Divinity.—30. A ſhort 
Eſſay towards the Improvement of Pſalmody.—31. Lyric 
Poems.—32: The Pfalms ef David imitated —33. Hymns 
and Spiritual Songs.—34. Divine Songs for Children. 
35. Logic.—36. The Improvement of the Mind. 
37. A Second Part PSS. and a Diſcourſe on Education. 
| 38. The Knowledge of the Heavens and Earth made 
200.55. Philoſophical Eſſays.—40. The Art of read- 


ing and writing Engliſh.— 41. The Doctrine of the 


2 Paiſigns. —42. Miſcellanedus Thoughts in Proſe and 
Verſe.— —43: Remnants of Time is im proved. 44. Eſſay 
on the Freedom of the Will. —45· flay of Civil Power 
in Things ſacred; —46. Eſſay on Charity-Schoo]s 1 

M late publication, entitled the Doctor 5 Xo Works, 


7 was a ſhameful impoſlure. 808 44; 


Ron What occakion bad Dr. bla for this ve pe 


Rage!” foundation was there for it in truth? If the 
* Difſenters had r been as deſtitute of the graces 


of language af de ſuppoſes, ſurely they might have 
learnt ſaoiethivg from the: more poliſhed compoſitions f 
1 . whoſe rs they were not 


_ utter 


h of George I.— — 


5 
„„ 


in his day. But be the writings of Viſſen 


H NOTES 4b 


He ewe them that zeal and purity might 


be expreſſed and enforced by poliſhed dition. 
He eontinued tothe end of his life tlie 
wache, 0 wo ur a dan ang and tio retider 


A. DDE 


utter Wa e Wat it 9524 not appear Lt in et, 


to elegance of ſtyle theſe had fo much preference, before 


Dr. Matiss time, as the above paragraph takes for 


granted. Divines of all parties at that period were leſs 
attentive to the g graces of language than they have been 


-fince. It is certain that many writers: of the church of 
England were chargeable with as much «+ coarſenefs 


as alſo that ſome Diſſenting Writers before Dr. Watts's 
eime had abquired as poliſhed 2 diction as moſt of Their 


brethren of the eſtabliſnment. In this view the writings 
of Dr. Bates will bear a compariſon ith thoſe. of any 


they might, at this period, there 1 is no evic 


they afterwards owed their improvement to Dr. Watts. 


Nor indeed does it appear that Dr. Watts“ $ ſtyle alto- 
gether deſerves the encomium here paſſed upon it. It is 
certain that ſome of his contemporaries in point of ſtyle 
at leaſt fully equalled him without, imitating him. 80 
did Dr. Graſvenor, Dr. Evans, Dr. Fofter, and others. 


I] The uſe of this term ©* Teacher of a congtega- 
how ,” which High- church men affect toepply to Difſent- 
ing miniſters, is inxidious, and contemptible ; tho in fact 
the office which it imports is truly honourable. To 
teach men the knowledge of divine things, by a conftane 


courſe of preaching, with „ fidelity and diligence,” 
_ and eſpecially to do it with lucceſs, is in reality in- 


knitely: 


: af LIFE; or DR. WATTS, 


of his, works can doubt his fidelity or diti- 
gence. In the pulpit, though his low ſtature, 
which very little exceeded five feet; graced 
him with no advantages of appearance, yet 
the gravity and propriety of his . inp 
made his diſcourſes very efficacious [M]. 
once mentioned the reputation which 2 
Foſter [x] had gained by his Proper delivery, 
to m friend Dr. Hawkeſworth, who told 


nitely more to any SY bend . to gen two or 
| | three. fat benefices, or to be called right reverend fathers 
. in Gad, and fit among the: ſenators of the land, as is 
the caſe with ſome who are ſcarcely ſeen in a pulpit 
three times in the year, and therefore certainly "_ not 
0 be called Teachers of . congregations.” 


Tx] « Made his diſcourſes very efficacious.” This 
"eprettion is not a ſpecimen of c the graces of language” 
which this writer ſpeaks of. But the principal objektion 
to it is, that it is deſtitute of theological propriety, and 
unworthy an orthodox member of the church of Eng- 
land. That which gives efficacy to the miniſtry of the 
word, Dr. Watts would have laid, is, not any thing in 

tze manner of the preacher, "but the influence of divine 
grace. We have a yet higher authority for ſaying, 
neither is he that planteth nor he that RUE Ws _ 
yak Ged that river the encreaſe. [2-257 | 


[8] Why not Defor Fofter ?. He certainly had a 

| Fe. It is much to be queſtioned whether Dr. 

Hawkeſworth's aſſertion ref] pecting his inferiority 1 to Dr. 
Wills, asa ſpeaker, be juſt. e 
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Was far * to Pr. Watts. 5 Bs 
“Such was his flow of thoughts " and 


fach. his promptitude of language, t that 3 in 


the latter part of his lie, he did not Pre- 


compoſe his curſory ſermons; but hayi 
adjuſted the heads, and ſketched out ſome 


particulars, truſted for ſucceſs to his extem- 


. Dn, 4. 


Porary powers. Pr” 4 805 
He did not e to aſlilt his * 5 


quence by any geſticulations; for as no cor- 


Poreal actions have any correſpondence with 
theological truth, he did not fee how they | 


could enforce, it [0]. 
At the concluſion of nh ſentences, 


= _— eg a f „ for ee boy, 057 


Woe It does not appear that Dr. Watts my 0 action ; 


A in the pulpit, ; According to Dr. Gibbons he ufed ut 
of Title, but it is not clear that the reaſon here aſſigned was 


2 true one. "Tho? it be acknowledged that corpoteat 


40 actions have no correſpondence with theological 
'« truth es nevertheleſs when they are natural and un- 


affected, as they indicate the fervour of the Pp! reagher, 


they alſo have a tendency to engage *the attention of the 


hearer, and thus may have their uſe as A means to 
27 enforce” bis doctrine. | | | 


SANT if 
Roa cz. :5 + 25884 > 5 7% 
impreſſion. 


* * C * * „ — : 
- : ' L — 7 * 
* * *5 £4 8 5 & 22 54 bh 


„ IE of br. warts, = 
impreffion [y]. To ftated and public in- 


ſtruction, he added familiar viſt and per- 


| Tora ap plication, 'and was careful to improve 


the la nr which converſation offered 


of diving 1 increafin mg the ner Foe 


rWſehtment ; but; by his eftablihed ard ba 


ditual EMTs he was po modeſt; and 
| | Inoffenſive. 


Fe This ä Dr. Watts's 2 


is. taken from Dr. Gibbons, who in the ſame place 


8 p- 144) gives an account of his manner in Prayer which 


is worthy of attention, partidularly of  their's who are 
called to lead the devotions of Diſſenting Congregations. 


That Dr. Johnſon paſſed this over in ſilence was pro- 
bably owing to his averſion to the Diſſenting mode of 


Praying ertempore. If all who practiſe that mode imi- 
tated this great man, the principal objeftions againſt it 
would. be removed. It will not be diſpleafing. to the 
reader if the paſſage here alluded to be tranſcribed.— 
c In prayer it might perhaps be truly ſaid that he ex- 
< celled himſelf. It was throughout an addreſs. to 


« Deity, not in florid expreſſions, not in long and in- 


cc volved ſentences, but in eaſy and unadorned language, 
and rather ſhort and weighty periods. There was an 
60 extent [in his prayers] which comprehended every 


cc proper ſubject, and at the ſame time ſuch a brevity of 
C expreſſion on each of them, that at the concluſion an 


* hearer might find himſelf at a loſs to conceive what 


8c more or, leſs could have been ſaid. The like pauſes 


N „ yyers 


W Ir H NOA 
inoffenſtve His tendetneh 1 appeared i in 


his attention to children, and to the Bok 


« were obſerved by him in prayer as in preaching, if not 


92 4% 


« rather longer. He was moſt ſerious in this part of 
« ſacred worſhip.” 

[Q] His 3 8 not in | theſe ies 
only; he poſſeſſed all the ſofter affections in a high de- 
gree. Tho' he ſpent his days in celibacy he was not 
unſuſceptible of very tender impreſſions from female 


charms; witneſs his regard to Mrs. Singer, afterwards 


Mrs. Rowe, to whom, under the name of Philomela, he 
inſcribed a Poem, inſerted in his Hore Lyrice. To 
this circumſtance Dr. Young has been ſuppoſed to refer 


in ſome well-known lines, in his 5th Satyr. The rea- | 
der will here naturally recolle& Dr. Watts's Ode to the 


Counteſs of Sunderland, for which he made an unneceſ- 


ſary apology, which Dr. Gibbons has as unneceſſarily 


repeated. (Memoirs, p. 130) where there is a copy 
of this Ode, which is dated 1712. As it was never 
publiſhed in any of the Doctor's works, it will not 
be unacceptable here. It was written. at Tunbridge 
Welli, when the Duke of Marlberough's three daugh- 
ters were at that place, who had been celebrated by other 


bards in a manner which the Doctor . n 


no juſt praiſe. 


An Ops 70 the Lapy SUNDERLAND, 1712. 
| 25 
Fair hong aſcend to beauty's throne, f 
And rule that radiant world alone: 
Let favourites take thy lower ſphere * ; | Ins 
Not monarchs are thy rivals here. 44-965 of 
* * Alli to her Iate removal from the Conn of Quote e 
C 8 * The 
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| This poor, while he. lived in the ente 
4 of his friend, he allowed the third part of 
his annual revenue, though the whole was 
ot an hundred a err; and for e he 


\ 


The court of beauty built ſublime 

' © = Defies all pow'r'but heaw'n and time:; 
E uvy that clouds the hero's ſly —_ 

Aims but in vain her ſhafts ſo high. 


83 Fa. 


Not Blenkein's field, nor Ifter's flood, 

Nor Standards dy'd in Gallic blood, - 0 
3 35 Torn from the ſoe, add nobler grace ej + Oe 
[85 10 Churchill's houſe. thay . 8 face. 


N A 
The warlike thunder of his arms | 
1s lefs commanding than her charms z ” © 1 

2 Fm ſtrikes with leſs ſurpriſe. 
' Than * . from her N dn 
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93 
n captives ae their limbs confin'd Slant 
A iron, ſhe enſlaves the mind; 1 
We follow with a pleaſing Pain, , 
And bleſs the er nod the chain, 


VI. 
The Muſe, that dares in numbers do 
What paint and pencil never knew, 
Faints at her preſence in deſpair,, . . - + 
And owns th“ inimitable aj. iiber 1a: . 1 bar, 


* 


* 4 


ii 


. as the gaht of cheſs beautiful Lines: 2 - certain ring 
compaled the followings; in which. it is difficult to ſay, 


293 4 | Whether 


— 
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eondeſcended to lay aſide the ſcholar, the 
' philoſopher, and the wit, to write little poems 
of devotion, and ſyſtems of inſtruction, 
adapted to their wants and capacities, from 
the dawn of reaſon through its gradations 
of advance in the morning of life. Every 
man, acquainted with the common principles 


whether he has paid a greater compliment to the Author 
or to the 1 85 he had celebrated. : 


While num'rous bards [WEN founded Spenſer's name, 
And made her beautieSheirs to laſting fame, | 
Her men” ry ſtill to their united lays din 
Stands leſs indebted than to Watts's praiſe. TH 
= What wond'rous charms muſt to that fair be ou n 
* . mov'd a mind that dwelt ſo near to Heav'n !. 


1 Whatever apology any of the Doctor s grave textile 
E | might think neceſſary for the above piece of gallantry; 
be certainly more needed one for having in many of his 


* devotional pieces, transferred his tender expreſſions and 
feelings from a human beauty to a divine; which he has 
b |; done in ſuch a manner, that he thought it neceſſary in 
"i ; 


his preface to the Lyric Poems, p. 23. to make the fol- 
| lowing declaration. Among the Songs thi are dedi- 
& cated to divine love, I think I may be bold to aſſert, 
ce that I never compoſed one line of them with any other 
<« deſign than what they are applied to here; and I have 
<« endeavoured to ſecure them all from being perverted 
e and debaſed to wanton paſſions, by ſeveral lines in 
them that can never be applied to a meaner love.” In 
a Note he apologizes for thoſe i in particular which are 


n on Selamon's Songs. 5 
"EM | of 
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of human action, will look with veneration 
on the writer who is at one time combating 
Locke, and at another making a catechiſm 
for children in their fourth year. 

8 voluntary deſcent from the dignity of 
ſcience is perhaps the hardeſt leflon that hu- 
mility can teach. 

As his mind was capacious, his Ser 
excurſive, and his induſtry continual, his 
writings are very numerous, and his ſubjects 
various. With his theological works [x] I 
am only enough acquainted to admire his 


meekneſs of oppoſition, and his mildneſs of 


cenſure. It was not only in his book but in 


his mind that orthodoxy was united with 


charity [s]. Of his philoſophical pieces, his 
Tee. _ Logick 


[x] Dr. Johnſon here refers to his polemical pieces in 


Theology, which in number and fize are the leaſt con- 


ſiderable. Moſt of his theological pieces are of a devo- 
tional and practical nature. Theſe conſiſted chiefly of 


Sermons, all of which it would have been worth the 
| Biographer's while to have read and characterized. 

Fs] This book, though written with an excellent 
ſpirit, and a moſt important deſign, has been held in as 


little eftimation as any of ths Doctor's pieces, having 
gone through only one edition. Bigots on all ſides (for 
fuch there are) uſually expreſs more diſguſt, at 'what is 


| deligned to reconcile contending parties, than at what is 
pointed 


} 


W 1 rn 3 Ho 


Logick has been received into the univer- 
ſities, and therefore wants no private recom- 
mendation : if he owes part of it to Le Clerc, 

it muſt be conſidered that no man who under- 
takes merely to methodiſe or illuſtrate a 
ſyſtem, pretends to be its author. 

In his metaphyſical diſquiſitions it was 
obſerved by the late learned Mr. Dyer, that 
| he confounded the idea of ſpace with that 'of 

ö empty ſpace ; and did not conſider that though 

' ſpace might be without matter, yet matter 

being extended, could not be without ſpace. 

„ Few books have been-peruſed by me 
with greater pleaſure than his Improvement 
of the Mind, of which the radical principles 

may indeed be found in Locke's Conduct of 
the Underſtanding, but they are ſo expange 
and ramified by Watts, as to- confer upon 
him the merit of a work in the higheſt degr 

_ uſeful and pleaſing. Whoever has the care 
of OY others, may be charged with 


oe with the — henley vic e aadings . 
diſpoſed to give no quarter to a man who is of no party 
becauſe he will not be of theirs. Of this Dr, Watts 
was ſufficiently ſenſible ; which occaſioned that remark 
of his which Dr. Gibbons has recorded. A moderate 
„man muſt expect a box on both cars.” 


C3. defi- 
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deficience in his duty if this book is not re- 


commended. | 

1: Tthave mentioned his. fe os Theo- 
5 as diſtinct from his other productions; ; 
but the truth is, that whatever he took in 
hand was, by his inceſſant ſolicitude for ſouls, 


converted to Theology. As piety predomi- 


nated in his mind, it is diffuſed over his 
works: under his direction it may be truly 


ſaid, Theologiæ Philoſophia ancillatur, phi- 


loſophy is ſubſervient to evangelical inſtruc- 
tion; it is difficult to read a page without 
learning, or at leaſt wiſhing to be better. 
The attention is caught by indirect inſtruc- 


tion, and he that ſat down only to reaſon is 


on a ſudden compelled to pray [T]. 
It was therefore [u] with great pr opriety 


that, yak he received. from Edinburgh and 
l io 4a {Aber 


* 45 This is 2 a high compliment paid to Dr. Watts O 
piety ; but though it is founded in truth, it is perhaps 
rather over · ſtrained. That every reader ſhould be com- 
pelled to pray is certainly an hyperbolical expreſſion. 
Query, In caſe of ſuch an impulſe what rox M would be 


adopted ? The author muſt n have nn extem- 


porery prayer 2 


Co) The word - therefore” ſhould have been omit- 
ted, It cannot be ſuppoſed that it was an account of 


the 


ja 
4 
1 


Th 
2 
bs 


P ˙¹ mw PIRIE 1 
4 F ² a tn ˙ Moms 4s RE 5 


ri rn OSS f 7. 


Aberdeen an unſolicited diploma, by which: 
he became a Doctor of Divinity. Academical 


honours would have more value, if they 


were always beſtowed with equal judgment. 
He continued many years to ſtudy and to 


preach, and to do good by his inſtruction 


and example; till at laſt the infirmities of 
age diſabled him from the more laborious 
part of his miniſterial functions, and- being 
no longer capable of public duty, he offered 
to remit the ſalary appendant to it; but his 
congregation would not echte the e 


. 


By 8 his ee ien and 
at laſt confined him to his chamber and his 


bed; where he was worn gradually away 


without pain, till he expired Nov. 2 5, 1748, 
in the ſeventy- fifth year of his age. 


Few men have left behind ſuch, purity 


of character, or ſuch monuments of laborious 


piety. He has provided inſtruction for all 
ages, from thoſe who are liſping their firſt 
leſſons, to the enlightened readers of Mal- 
branche and Locke; he has left neither cor- 


the pious tendency of his writings that the Doctor re- 


ceived a Diploma, which is _—_— conſidered as a teſ- 


timony of a man's literary merit, 


„% pot 
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poreal nor ſpiritual nature unexamined; he 
has taught the art of reaſoning and the 
ſcience of the ſtars. His character, there- 
fore, muſt be formed from the multiplicity 
and diverſity of his attainments, rather than 
from any ſingle performance; for it would 
not be fafe to claim for him the higheſt 
rank in any ſingle denomination of literary 


dignity; yet perhaps there was nothing in 


which he would not have excelled, if he had 
not divided his powers to different purſuits. 


As a poet, had he been only a poet, he 
would probably have ſtood high among the 
authors with whom he is now aſſociated. 
For his judgment was exact, and he noted 


beauties and faults with very nice diſcern- 


ment; his imagination, as the Dacian Battle 
proves, was vigorous and active, and the 
ſtores of knowledge were large by which his 
fancy was to be ſupplied. His car was well 
tuned, and his diction was elegant and co- 
pious. But his devotional __ is, like 
that of- others, unſatisfactory. 


The paucity of its topics hrs: per- 
petual repetition, and the ſanctity of the 
matter regelt be ornaments of ee 

| f wth - dition, 
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diction Iv]. It is ſufficient for Watts ta 
have done better than others what no man 
has dene — * His poems on other 
ſubje s 


= The above paſſage relating to devotional poetry 
is a very extraordinary one; and the writer's remarks 
appear to be deſtitute of any ſolid foundation. What 
are there no ſacred poems which are ſatisfactory? Why 
ſo ? The reaſons here aſſigned are ſingular and contrary 
to fact. It is ſurpriſing the writer ſhould urge © the 
c paucity of religious topics,” and equally ſo that he 
ſhould ſay, the ſanRity of the matter rejects the or- 
e nament of figurative dition.” There is nothing 
whatever whoſe topics are ſo various as thoſe which re- 
ligion ſupplies, or which are better adapted to admit of 
poetical images. Religion comprehends all the perfec- 
tions and works of Deity—tbe wonders: of nature and 
providence—the greater wonders of and redemp- 
tion the incarnation, the life, the miracles, the ſuffer- 
ings, the death and reſurrection of the Son of God the 
awful ſcenes of mortality the final reſurrection of the 
dead the ſolemnities of the univerſal judgment, and 
of an eternal ſtate of exiſtence as well as the ſublime 
virtues of piety to God, and of benevolence to men. 
Theſe general ſubjects, with all their ſubordinates, ſup- 
ply an infinite variety of topics, and they ſeem to admit 
of a figurative diction, at leaſt equally with any other. 
Witneſs the ſublime compoſures of many of the ſacred 
writers, particularly thoſe of the prophets, in which the 
loftieſt images and the boldeſt figures are introduced in 
| almoſt every line. | 
| [w] It ſeems very fatprifiag that the author Would 
baye taken no notice of Dr. Watts 5 Tranſlation of the 


Pſalms 
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| fubjefts ſeldom riſe higlier than might be ex- 

pected from the amuſements of a Man of 
Letters, and have different degrees of value, 


e 210177 5 7 as 
Palm: of Davia, hich. is 1 Allowed to be his 
capital production in poetry, w with which in point of 
utility, none of his other pieces will bear a compariſon, 
and which, conſidered as a compoſition for the uſe of 
Chriſtian Societies, may juſtly be pronounced ſuperior 


io every work of the kind. The tranſlation of Tate and 
Brady, and that of Merrick, are not on the whole to be 


ared with this of J/atts,.in the uſe of which the 


Diſſenting congregations enjoy an advantage for ratio- 
nal and evangelical devotion in the delightful exerciſe of 


plalmody far ſuperior, to what the Church of England 


can yet boaſt, in the few pariſhes where the wretched 


verſes of Sternbold and Hopkins are rejected. It is very 


ſurpriſing, that the governors of the Church ould not 
better conſult the edification of her members. 
Beſides the above tranſlation of the Pſalms, Dr. Watts 


compoſed. a volume of Hymns and Spiritual Songs, of. 


which Dr. Johnſon has taken no notice, which though 
not equal to the former, contain many ſpecimens of ſub- 
lime and devotional poetry, well calculated for the edi- 
fication of chriſtian ſocieties, and which are highly re- 


commended by the plainneſs of the compoſition and the | 


ſmoothneſs of the verſe. If in ſome inſtances they may 


3» thought leſs judicious than the Pſalms, it ought to 


be; admitted as an apology, that the author was very 


| tht ſome of them being compoſed when he was ac- 


rpg a gol Ms. Many have e that the Doctor | 


0 


NI TH NOTES: 


as they are more or leſs laboured or as the 
occaſion was s more or leſs favourable to in- 
vention. 


in his mature age had corrected what it is ſaid 
he freely acknowledged to be faulty in ſome of theſe 
compoſures. Some have aſſerted that this is what he 
intended doing, and actually had done. It may not 
be improper in this place to take notice of hat has been 
lately publiſhed to the world on this ſubject, by- the 
Rev. Mr. B. Williams, in his preface to his Collection 
Pſalms. Speaking of the Doctor's unconfined charity, 
and his “ wiſh to avoid every word in his poetical com- 
poſures, deſigned for public worthip, which was likely 
to give the ſmalleſt offence to ſerious chriſtians of any 
denomination,“ he relates the following anecdote. 
„When he found, in the latter part of his life, that 
ee he had not been ſo ſucceſsful in this reſpect as he had 
ec aimed to be, he wiſhed for nothing more ardently 
„than ſufficient health and time to reviſe both his 
„ Pſalms and Hymns, in order to render them wholly 
„ unexceptionable to every chriſtian profeſſor.” This 
account he ſays, in a note, was received from Dr. 
« Watts himſelf, a few years before his death, by the 
ce late Dr. Amory; and by him given to one of his pu- 
e pils, who communicated it to the Editor.“ He then 
ſays, the editor has alſo. good authority to add, that 
< the reviſal ſo fervently wiſhed for was undertaken and 
6 finiſhed, and would moſt certainly have been publiſh- 
c ed, had not the author's death unhappily prevented.“ 
Without impeaching this writer's veracity, the evidence 
of the fact is by no means ſatisfactory. What became of 
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vention [x]. He writes too often without 


regular meaſures, and too often in blank verſe: 


the * are not always ſu fficientl y cor- 


thecapy tus corrected? Mr. "ITY the Doctor's ama; 
nuenſis, knows of no ſuch thing, and never heard of the 


” aethor's having ſuch a deſign; which Indeed. r 


4 44 


| of 3 could As mk abet by ſhould be able to 
make every thing in theſe compoſures univerſally unex- 


ceptlonable, as the alterations which would have gratified 
one party, would have equally offended another. 

Tde writer of this heard Dr. Amory relate a eonverſa- 
ton between Mr. Greve and Dr. Watt, concerning the 


| Book of Hymns, which does not well agree with the 


above account. It was as follows. Mr. Grove remark- 
ed to the Doctor, that ſeveral of the Hymns laid the 
ſtreſs of our redemption on the compaſſion of Chriſt, 
rather than on the love of God, and expreſſed his with 
hat he would alter them in this reſpect, and make them 


ore, conformable to the ſcripture docttine. The Doe- 

tor replied, that he ſhould be glad to do it, but it was 
wut of his power, for he had parted with the copy, and 

the bookſeller would not ſuffer any ſuch alteration. 


Alt ds remarkable, that ſo low was the author's expee- 
tation with regard to the ſucceſs of this publication, 
that, it is ſaid, he zeceived no more than ten e for 
1 cop. 


gs ff This account of the DoQor's petty « on common | 
ſubj jects, ſeems to be much below the mark, and not 
very conſiſtent with what had been faid in ſome preced- 


bog paſſages, ' Noba 
8 reſpondent, 
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reſpondent. He is particularly unhappy [v] 


in coining names expreſſive of characters. 


His lines are commonly ſmooth and ealy, and 


his thoughts always religiouſly -pure z but 
who is there that, to ſo much piety and in- 


nocence, does not wiſh for a greater meaſture 


of ſprightlineſs and vigour? He 1 is at "feaſt 
one of the few poets with whom. youth and 


ignorance may be ſafely pleaſed ; and happy 
will be that reader whoſe mind is dif} poſed by 


his verſes or his proſe, to imitate un in all 
but his non- conformity [2]. to copy his be- 
nevolence to man, and his reverence to God. 


| 0 The nter to this is what ſome dm thought. 
to be true, ſo that it might almoſt be queſtioned, whe- 


ther there be not an error of the preſs. here, and that the 


word happy ſhould not be read inſtead of anhappfr. 
la) Is not this exception, and even the mention'of 
this circumſtance, a ſtriking proof of Dr. Johnſon's 


bigotted attachment to the national eſtabliſhed mode of 
worſhip? „ Reverence to God” For rather fr God] 


and benevolence to man, are the two grand eſſentials f 


religion. He that poſſeſſes cheſe is a true chriſtian; 

whatever be the external mode of worſhip- which he 
adopts. Neither his Conformity nor his Nonconfor« 
mity will exclude him from the divinefavour, nor Viight 


it to be matter of cenſure to his fellow. creatures! f a 


man, in uniting wich auy chriftian community appears 
to follow the dictates of his on conſcienee, and to act 
TY to his principles, he deſerves the eſteem bf 

all 
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all parties, and to object to his peculiarity of religious 
Profeſſion is the mark of a little mind. 
That Dr. Watts was conſcientious in his Noncon- 
formity there can be'no doubt. Dr. Johnſon acknow- 
ledges that . any denomination of chriſtians would have 
deen glad to have received him.“ If he could have 
_ conformed to the national church, doubtleſs he might 
have had preferment in it equal to what ſome of his fel- 
| low-ſtudents obtained. He neither had, nor could he 
expect, any ſuch emoluments among the Diſſenters. On 
what principle then could he © reſolve to take his lot 
with them” but that of consciexnce? If he had com- 
plied with the terms of conformity while he thought 
them unlawful, he had violated his conſcience, and loſt 
his integrity. Was not his Nonconformity then laud- 
able? | 
Conſidering what _ terms of miniſterial * 
are, it may be juſtly queſtioned, whether if all the clergy 
were equally conſcientious, one half of them would not 
be Diſſenters. To declare an aſſent and conſent to ALL 
and EVERY THING contained in the Thirty-nine Articles, 
the book of Common-prayer, &c. (which comprehend ſuch 
a prodigious number of particulars ; many of them very 5 
diſputable, ſome of them unintelligible, and others ex- = - 
ploded by the wiſeſt and beſt of men) is ſuch a requiſi= F 
tion as it is hard to be conceived the generality of the 
clergy. can bona fide approve. It is indeed well known 
that moſt of them, and even of the Biſhops themſelves, 
diſbelieve ſome of the doctrinal articles of the church, 
as appears from the general ſtrain of their preaching and 
of their writings, and that they profeſs to ſubſcribe them 
only as artieles of peace. If the terms of conformity 
were a declaration that they did not believe “ all and 
every thing, &c.“ it is undeniable that many (not to ſay 
. 5 the 
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the moſt )-of thoſe that conform might very conſcienti- 


ouſly make it. Mhether therefore their ſubſcriptionte 


the preſent terms be conſiſtent with ſimplicity and godly 
ſincerity, it behoves them ſeriouſly to enquire. H tſiers 


think that ſuch a ſubſcription: would, in them - he 
groſs prevarication, and rather than be chargeable with! 


it, willingly fore-go the advantages of being: in the: 
church, they: ought at leaſt to be reſpected as honeſt 


men. And if Dr. Johnſon had. ſtudied the grqunds of 
Nonconformity (which he appears not to have done);he 


might have entertained a better opinion of the, under- 
ſtandings of Proteſtant Diſſenters as well as their inte. 
grity. But this is not the place for entering into chat 
controverſy. | 

With regard to Dr. Watts, ſuppoſing him to be miſ- 


taken in his judgment of the matters in debate between 


the Church of England and Diſſenters, that “ Reve- 
rence for God,” which Dr. Johnſon acknowledges he 


poſſeſſed, was the very thing which made him a Diſſen= 
ter. He made the word of God the rule of his faith and 


practice. He could not ſubmit to human impoſitions 
in matters of religion. He dared not yield to ſuch 


terms of communion as the Holy Scriptures have not 


preſcribed. His judgment did not approve many things 
which the Church of England enjoins, and his conſci- 


ence would not allow him to profeſs to believe as true 


what he thought to be falſe, or to practiſe as right what 


he apprehended to be wrong. Why then is he cenſured 


for his Nonconformity ? and why is it ſuggeſted that it 
would be unhappy for any to imitate him in it, though 
they ſhould be aQuated by the ſame noble principles ? 


An inſpired apoſtle has ſaid, Happy is he that con- 


demneth not himſelf in the thing that he alloweth.“ 


And again, * This is our rejoicing the teſtimony of our 
conſci- 
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conſcience, that in Gonplicity' nd godly ſincerity, not 
with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God we have 
our converſation in the world. The principal ſource 
of happineſs is a conſcience void of offence both to- 
wards God and towards man.“ He that has this muſt 
be © happy,” and he ought to be reſpected. Dr. John- 
ſon therefore had much better have ſaid, © Happy in- 
« deed is that reader who is diſpoſed by his verſes or his 
ec proſe, to imitate him in his impartial enquiry after 
< truth, and in following the dictates of his own con- 
c ſcience, in his reverence towards God and his bene - 
< yolence to men, whether he be a . or a 
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' DR. CIBBONS's CHARACTER 


OF THE 


xv. IS AAC WATTS, D. p. 


HE Character of Dr. Watts as drawn 

by the Rev. and worthy Dr. Gibbons, 
0 perhaps had as good opportunity of 
Jjudging concerning it as any man now living, 
appears truly amiable and excellent. The 
ſubſtance of it is as follows. His truth 
and ſincerity Were very conſpicuous. In him 


there was nothing that could be ſtyled art or 


deſign, —He never diſcovered in his behaviour 


* Since . was Aileen; this good man has been 
called from off the ſtage of life. See a juſt character 


of him in his funeral n by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin 
Davies. 
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"Ly CHARACTER 


or converſation any thing like an high opi- 


nion of himſelf—nor did he ſhew a diſpoſi- 


tion to traduce or depreciate the characters 
or abilities of others—As to food and drinks 
he was very moderate and exemplary.— There 
was nothing in him which betrayed a penu- 
rious temper, or a deſire to lay up treaſures 


on earth. He was rich, but it was in good 
works. — He never diſcovered any thing like 


furious zeal, or a narrow deciſive ſpirit, but 
cordially embraced all whom he eſteemed the 


genuine diſciples of his Lord; and no party 
names, or variety of ſentiments in matters 
of doubtful diſputation and different modes 


of worſhip, could ſeparate him in affection 
fromÞſuch as he had reaſon to apprehend 
loved our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity.— 
is ſoul which glowed with gratitude for the 


; favours he received from any, was alſo emi- 
nent for its friendſhip. -He was nobly ava- 
ricious of his time, and ever watehful to 


improve it. This character of Dr. Watts, 


none who knew him, or are acquainted with 


his writings, will be diſpoſed to call in queſ- 


tion. His, eminent piety, and devotion to 


God, not ..profeſſadly., mentioned in this 


Chapter, the reader is to take for granted, 
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40 r DR. WAS 


and ſufficient prdof; it might b#tonght; had 
| been giren elferhere. 5 el 
But there was one very Airiguithln 


feature in his character, which 'this bio- 


grapher; as well as Dr. Johnſon has entirely 
paſſed over, tho of peculiar importance in a 
ehriſtian miniſter, and that was His LOVE 
or TRUTH, and his freedom, impartiality, 
e- and humility in his enquiries after 


| Dr. Gibbons ſurely could not have fail · 
Fr to obſerve ſtriking proofs of this 1n his, 


intercourſes with him, as well as in Bis 


| writings. This omiſſion is the more ſur- 


Priſing, as ſuch à man as Pr. Gibbons, who 


2 tutor of an academy, cannot but highly 
appr O 


ve ſuch a character, and it may well be 
ſuppoſed would recommend the imitation of 
it to his pupils. It is indeed a character 
but ſeldom to be met with, and therefore 

hn to be noticed with peculiar appro 
| In Dr. Watts it was conſpicuous in'a 
wn eminent degree. There are many paſ- 
fages in his writings which might be pro- 
duced in proof of it, but one extract ſhall 
ſuffice from his Improvement of the Mind, a 
book on which Pr. Johnſon has paſſed a 
"ey = and deſerved encomium, tho with- 
EE _:: 


36 CHARACTER 


= * to this part of the Doctor's 

character; a circumſtance. not very ſurpriſing 
in him, who was a ſlave . eſtabliſhed modes 
of faith and worſhip. 

While you are in . ade, truth, 
(ſays Dr. Watts ) in queſtions of a doubt- 
ful nature; or ſuch as yeu have not yet 
thoroughly examined, keep up a juſt .indif- 
ference for either {ide of the queſtion, if you 
would be led honeſtly into the truth: for a 
deſire or inclination leaning to either ſide, 
- biaſſes the judgment ſtrangely ; whereas by 
this indifference for. every thing but truth, 
you will be excited to examine fairly inſtead 
of pr eſuming, and your aſſent will be ſecured | 
from going beyond your evidence. 

For the moſt part people are born to their 
opinions, and never queſtion the truth of 
what their family or their country or their 
party profeſs. They clothe their minds as 

they do their bodies after the faſhion in vogue, 
nor one of a hundred ever examines [his]! 
principles. It is ſuſpected of Lukewarmneſs 
to fuppoſe examination neceſſary, and i it will 
be charged as a tendency to apoſtaſy if we 
980 Shout to examine them. Perſons are ap- 


VET "I Mind, p. 285. 3d Edit. 


Plauded 


CF DR. TT -* © 
plauded for preſuming they are in the right, 
and as Mr. Locke ſaith, he that conſiders and 

_ enquires into the reaſon of things is counted 
a foe to orthodoxy, becauſe poſſibly he may 
deviate from ſame of the received doctrines. 
And thus men without any induſtry or acqui- 
ſition of their own, lazy and idle as they are, 
inherit local truths, i. e. the truths of that 
place where they live, and are inured to aſſent 
YZ without evidence. This hath a long and 
| unhappy influence; for if a man can bring 
his mind once to be poſitive and fierce for 
propoſitions whoſe evidence he hath never 
examined, and that in matters of the greateſt 
concernment, he will naturally follow this 
ſhort and eaſy way of judging and believing 
in caſes of leſs moment, and build 1 his 
opinions upon inſufficient grounlss. 
In determining a queſtion, eh when 
it is a matter of difficulty and importance, 
do nat take up with partia 
turn your thoughts on all ſides to gather i in 
5 the light you can toward the ſolution of 
Take time, and uſe all the helps that are 
— be attained before you fully determine. 
I it be a queſtion which is elbe dete 00 
0 11 n and argument, 11 80 your exami- 
2 5 3 nation 
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_ tence, or chy ſome part of revelation, without 


tt. wet. Ah ee q 


. all other # '0 JO! 


may be given to the u 


nation is partial, —when you conſider only 
the advantages: of it, and the reaſons for it, 
and neglect to think, of dhe reaſons againſt 
it when. you to determine it hy 
natural e eee you might be 
aſſiſted by ſupernatural revelation; or when 
you decide the point by ſome word or ſen- 


comparing it with other parts, which might 
give further light. It is alſo a culpable par- 
tiality, if you examine ſome doubtful or pre- N 
tended viſion or r revelation without the: uſe | 
of reaſon. E i ew 5 1 CES £771 
Take heed leſt ſome dealing: data 
favourite hypotheſis, ſothe beloved doctrine, 
or ſome common but unexamined opinion, 
be made the teſt of the truth or falſehood of 
itions about the fame ſubject. 
— Take'heed. of een any hg boar 
your: early judg ne 
as far as poſſible e any fall bias which, 

in younger years: wot 16 lon ils ; th 
Have acare of intereſting your warm Wand | 
religious zeab in thoſe matters which are not 

ufficien: ly.cvident in- thenaſetves,: or which 


. 
nn, e ee Wu e n of 


Of BE'WATTS? „ 


proved: for this zeal, whether right or wrong, 
When it is onee engaged; will have a powers 
ful influence to eſtabliſh your on minds in 


thoſe doctrines which are really doubtful, and 


to ſtop up all the avenues of further light; 
This will bring upon the foul a ſort of ſacred 
awe and dread of Hereſy; with a divine con- 


1 cern to maintain whatever opinion you h 


eſpouſed as" divine, tho parhaps you have 
eſpouſed it without any juſt Evidence, and 
ought to have renoumced it as falſe and per- 


nicious. We ought to be -zealous: far the 


moſt important points of our religion, and 
to dontend earnieſtly for the faith once de: 
hvered to the ſaints; but we ought not to 
employ this ſacred fervour of ſpirit in the ſeræ 
vice of any article, till we have ſeen it made 
out with plain and ſtrong conviction that it 
1s a ——— or important point of faith or 
actice. Zeal muſt not reign over the powers 
of 0 under kandlege, but obey them. . 
Even the moſt ſublime and myſterious doc - 
« trines of revelation are not to be believed 
without a reafo n for it ; nor ſhonld our pious 
e ent in the defence of thern, 


affections be 
kan wwe have plain and convinci e chat | 
baba ——— oy TS . elles | 


* © HA R 4 r E R 
The man who was capable- of giving ſuch 
advice: as this for the inveſtigation of truth 
(and many other paſſages of a ſimilar nature 
are to be found in his writings) one would 
naturally ſuppoſe to be himſelf a ſincere lover 
of truth, and a diligent humble impartial | 
enquirer after it. And it is well known that 
his conduct agreed with the advice he gave. 
Few men have been found who have more 
entirely diveſted themſelves of the prejudices 
of education, or who have diſcovered a greater 
impartialiry of enquiry and openneſs to con- 
viction than Dr. Watts. Tho he was not 
haſty in giving up his early opinions, and 
was very far from affecting a love of novelty 
in his religious ſentiments, it may be truly 
ſaid of him that he ſought for truth as for 
hidden treaſures. He was willing to receive 
light from every quarter, and ready to em- 
brace whatever upon free enquiry appeared 
to be the truth, however contrary to his for- 
wer ſentiments, or to the prevailing opinions 
of thoſe in the higheſt reputation for the 
| of their faith, to whatever cenſures 
he might be expoſed from bigots of all par- 
ties, or from thoſe perſons whom he moſt 
eſteemed, and whoſe good opinion he was 
1 ſolicitous to Preſerre. 
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Accordingly it is well known aj he did 


in various particulars differ in judgment from 


thoſe on the one hand who have claimed the 
character of Orthodox, as well as from thoſe 
on the other who. have complimented them- 
ſelves with the title of Rational. He thought 
for himſelf, and called 'no man maſter 'on 


| earth. Accordingly he ſhared the common 
fate of thoſe who do :fo, by incurring” the 
cenſure of ſome of different parties who would 


8 have * to have had him of their own” 
22 As a further illuſtration of Dr. Watts's 8 


5 candour and freedom of enquiry, the reader 


is referred to an Eſſay in his Miſcellaneous 
Thoughts, No. XI. IX. entitled, The miſchief 
of warm diſputes and declamati ons on the con- 
e points of i, pi 
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F all the . which have hn | 
Vagitated im tlie chriſtian church, there 
18 S oarcelycanyone that has bern more con- 


ſtantly kept up, or conducted with greater 
Warmth, or with a more intel | 
unchfiſtian zeal, than that of the Trinity, or 


the Divinity of the Son ard spirit of God. | 


It is unneceſſar) to relate the different opi- 
nions which have been held on tlieſe fub- 
jects, or to mention the names of their au- 
thors or principal abettors. 


It is well known to moſt readers 3 the 


Trinitarian controverſy was revived in Dr. 


Watts's time, both among the Clergy. of the 


eſtabliſhed church, and the Diſſenting mi- 
niſters, and to what height matters were 


carried by the contending parties. Some yet 


2 ing well remember, what it might be 
Fiſhed ſhould for ever be forgotten, the ani- 
moſitgy 


/ 


ON THE. TRINITY. + 15 FP 


mofities which prevailed at the meetings of 
the London miniſters at Salter Hall, on 


the buſineſs of Subſcription to a Teſt pros 
poſed for aſcertaining the orthodoxy of thoſe 
that belonged to that _ with: —_— to 
theſe points of dodrine. 12 197! 

Many of thoſe who had been pe 


derſtood to believe them refuſed to ſubſcribe 


| any Teſt Whatever and ef this flumber was - 
Du. Vatt: who, tho he waz in tlie main in 


the orthodox faith, and had written in de- 


fenke of it, did not chuſe fo ſet His hand to 


any human formularies, which might be the 
oecaſion of 'invidions diſti | 


| ters}! the natural mildneſs of his temper, aiid 
his enlargetl charity, which was the conſes 
quence of lis»1mpartial-inveftigation of ſo 


difficult a ſubjeRt, erbte ek le qarpa 
a moderator. % N 25 e e 
ain bir bock entitled Orbach; ad Charity 


united, he had a view to this doctrine among 
others, and inferted an Eſſay to ſhew the 
room there is for e, A r hy 
candour. 1451 91 7 wort o 2 
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* DR. WATTS *!s LAST (SENTIMENTS 


This moderation which the Doctor p pro- 
feſſed and maintained, led ſome party-zealots 
to ſuppoſe that he had departed from the 
faith, and there were thoſe who Seruplol mot 
to call him an Arian. 
The truth of the matter wha, that he wy 
more deſerved this opprobrious name than 
thoſe wha ſtigmatized him with it; tho it 
muſt be owned, that his manner of conceiving 
and explaining ſome things relating to the 
Trinitarian doctrine was different from that 
of the generality of tho®: "_ werks called 
orthodox, 11 wow 
In the younger yort of Ute he Lamas: to 
en the doctrine as it had been con. 
monly ſtated, and had no ohjection to the 
uſual modes of expreſſion in relation to it. 
But, as it was not his character to take any 
thing upon truſt, he indulged a freedom of 
enquiry with reſpett to this ſuhject of debate, 
as well as every other, and the conſequence 
was, he faw- reaſon | to Rn * views con- 
rowing it. fl 
With what ſeriouſneſs and "oh 5 
conducted his enquiries, and how. earneſtly 
he deſired to know the truth, appeans from 
æ piece f found among his manuſcripts, entitled 
SY Salam 


1 ON THE TRINATY, 4.2? 46 
4 Solemn Addreſs io the great and ever-bleſed | 


Saad, &c. which is printed in the fourth vo- 
lume of his works, and of ieh we wan 
hereafter give a copy at length. 

It has been confidently e — Gas 
Anti-trinitarians, that the Doctor before his 
death was come over to their party, and that 
he left ſome papers behind him, containing 
a recantation of his former ſentiments, which 
his executors thought it. moſt prudent to 
ſuppreſs. A report of this kind was late 
revived, with the mention of ſome remark- 

able circumſtances in confirmation of it, in 

3 the Monthly Review, of which we ſhall take 

; ſome diſtinct notice hereafter. 6 

Some zealous patrons of the moſt rigid 

| orthodoxy, unwilling to have ſo eminent a 

divine as Dr. Watts numbered among the 
apoſtates from it, have zealouſly-maintained 

ſuch reports as the above to be mere fictions; 
others have allowed that he might have ex- 

preſſed himſelf unguardedly, and that he had 
adopted ſome modes of ſpeech inconſiſtent 
with his former views on the ſubje&; but 
have endeavoured to exculpate him by ufging 
the decay of his faculties, thro' age and in- 
| tenſe pos to . And others have 
allowed 
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allowed that he had indeed for a time givin 
into Anti-trinitarian ſentiments, but that be- 
fore his death he was happily recovered to 
the right faith As a proof of the reality of 
His converſion one Mr. Topitty, in a periodi- 
cal publication, was raſh enough to print a 
Hymn of the Doctor's en the Deity of Ohrift, — 
which he fancied bore the {evident marks of 
the infirmities of age. But unhappily = 
this writer theſe were in reality the infirmities 
ef youth: for this Hymn was actually in- 
ſerted in the firſt Edition of the Lyric Poems, 
and by the author' himſelf left out of the 
ſubſequent ones. This eircumſtance Pr. 
Gibbons has particularly mentioned; with a 
ſevere and juſt cenſure of Mr. Toplady, both 
for his temerity in publiſhing this hymn as 
te production of the author's old age, and 
alſo-for his groundleſs aſſertions | reſpecting 
the decay of his mental faculties. 

Dr. Gibbons however has Aken care to 
avoid ſaying any thing which might lead to a 
diſcovery with reference to any alteration of 
Dr. Wattss ſentiments about the Trinity; 
which occaſioned ſome unknown, writer to 
addreſs to him a Letter in the Meſtminſter 


Magazine, of which it may not be amiſs to 
inſert a copy, which 3 is as follows. 
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N your <- Mendire et the ONE 
and excellent Dr. Watts, you certainly 


| ad bes in attempting to rectify any miſ- 
takes into which the Public had been led, con- 
cerning him or his writings, by any errbfiet 
accounts ilſued from the pens of 1 ignorant or 
evil-deſigning men. I was glad to find that 


you had ſo well refuted the idle ſtories which 
have been ſo generally reported and credited 


8 the Doctor's loſs of his in- 
telle&s” in the latter part of Bis life, and 


& His ſtrange chimeras of fancy, which 2 
late Biographer (you ſay Mr. 7; lach) hath 


retailed much to his diſadvantage. I was alſo 


glad that you had expoſed a palpable miſtake 


| (if not pious fraud) of the fame writer re- 


ſpecting a poetical piece of the Doctor's © on 
9 Glory of CuRIsT, as one 
of the lateſt of his compoſures, p. 313. 
But I am greatly ſurpriſed to find tliat 
you have paſſed over in total ſilence a matter 


of far greater moment than either of theſe, 


2077 


ntions, with equal 
con fidence, 


the Lane writer n 
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confidence, i in the very ſame paper ; and for 
the ſake of which alone this Poem is intro- 
duced. He tells us, that the Doctor had 
fallen into erroneous notions with reſpect to 
the Doctrine of the Trinity but that God 
had mercy. upon him before he left the world, 
and recovered him to the orthodox faith :” 
| and as a proof of this he, prodices the above 
Hymn, which he ſays, 6. to the beſt of his 
knowledge, had never before appeared in 
print, and which ſeems, from the unfiniſhed 
| Kate in which he left it, to have been one of 
the laſt products of his Poetical pen.“ Give 
me leave, Sir, to ſay, that it appears to me, 
and others of your readers, very extraordi- 
nary that you ſhould have thought it worth 
your while to animadvert (and that wit 
ſome degree of ſeverity) upon a chronological 
error of ſuch ſmall i importance in itſelf, and 
to uſe ſo many words to ſatisfy us that the | 
Doctor wrote this piece in early life, and to 
account for its being omitted in the later 
editions of his Poems; and yet that you 
ſhould not have ſaid : one word reſpecting 
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« the grand matter of fact for. the ſupport 
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From your total ſilence with regard tothe fact 
itſelf, your, Readers, who have ſoen Mr. 
Joplady gi account, are nat merely left inn 
in ſuſpenſe; but, as; your have, hy 
proving; the early date of this Poemz;remoudd 
Hie only argument that Du. Watts was ne. 
covered from his ſupppſed errors before his 
death, Mud have left us to conclude chat he 
died.in, them 5; and, moreover, by maintaining 
< the ſaundneſz;of his intellects, you have 
deprived-his friends and admirers of a:plea 
Which hasfpften bęen ; charitably urged in 
| his fayour. 50 Thus have you leſt te Sa- 
bellians! te trumph, as having thi mature 
judgment, the dying ſentiments of hadearned: 
the pious, thę impartial Matis on their fide; 
2 1 later, publications ſeem moſt, to fayour 
112 Sabellian ſcheme. ot Hu 235810 Tits | 
11 we has been pretty generally repoted. tat 
the Doctor left ſome, papers to be. publiſhed 
after his death, (containing. bis laſt ſentiments | 
on thay ſabject, nhjch bg hep, the object af 
his Jaborions and impartial enquizyghrough 
a, great part of b hu 
thought it moſt prudent to ſuppreG; if not 
 Gftroy,. them. The; Public; have, a tight to 
aſk: vou, Sir, what as: tha real matten of 
dons! . 8 8 fact ? 
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aſſiſt others i in Formitige hein 
ſack a eat artiete of Chriſtian'faith. I 
Silke tener rbirentore the reſudic 


15 Drs Wage; v te kad been unter ttt | 
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Ber Youjuttly obforve; tar <> perfonswho | 


attempt to communicate to the public! the 


memoirs of deceaſed perſons; ought to male 
ttkemſelves acquiinted' with their writings, 


dates, &. And ſurely thoſe who write the 
tives of eminent Divines, ſhould he acquairit- 


eb with; ard) ready to communicate, what 


Vas moſt rematkable concerning their reli 


gieus ſentiments,” ard trie reſult of their en 
quiries after TA urH: an object, let me ſay, 
of far greater importance, and moreworthy : 
of being known, than tlie lHighieſt degree of 


_ ©-pottival' merit Ic would not be a mere 
matter of * curioſity? to:know' the Laft ſetitil 


ments of ſo: great and gvbd a man” as DR 


2 to this!” _—_ bus it 


. 


anlchtabate the es, of many mens 
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enge z ite them, up. H on de other. 
hand; if it be true (as Mr. Toplady firms), 
that tha this eminent Divine. 0 de rl | 
from the Catholię D oftrine, f for 4 time, 5 . 
was, rechimed befare he died; the knowle if 
of zender i the Xeaſion i 1e 5 
Arathi. to Tron others 2 apd, Sau 
cover them from, the ſame erroneous opinions. 
After all that you have told us concern- 
g your great intimacy with Dr. Watts, and 
= minute acqu Uantänce with the circum- 
5 Nr of his death (even to the appearance of 
His cor ple in the coffin) it cannot be e ſuppoſed 
that you ſhould be a ſtranger to this affair. 
And give me wy to ſay that candour — 
Fg vage 908 68 dccläfd tie n 
Know ” concettith it!“ Lou oy u of "this 8 
Doe chat is mult fügEhS HGA NU Bor 
that age = — From contre 
5 1 8 ey 10 
ane ou Hover ob ſerved Bitte 
7 8 in. th ft des 5 15 
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and free to a 1 of them, whenever 
an occafion offered.” | Why then | ſhould his 
Biographer make any ſecret of them? * Your: | 


„ open and free declaration” reſpecting the 


ſubject of this Letter is eſſentially neceſſary 


to your ſupporting the character of which 
you af juſtly ambitious, the diſciple and the 
friend of Dr. Watts; ; which that” you "may, 
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think ꝓroper to give any anſwer. Nor has 
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6255 of his death. and it is highly improbable: 
that he, ſhould. He, had for many years 
made this point the ſubject of his laborious 
and impartial ſtudy, and within about two 
years of his diſſolution he publiſhed the re- 
. ſult of his enquiries, from which it is ſcarcely | 
credible that he ſhould in ſo ſhort : a time have 
greatly deviated. N 
Dr. Watts Tied W 25, 3 His 1 5 
entitled Uſe ful and Important Weſtions concern- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, is dated 1746. 
And the ſame year, (moſt probably towards 
the cloſe of it) he printed another work, in 
which he further illuſtrates and defends his 


opinion. concerning the perſon of Chriſt, en- 
titled The Ghry of Er as God. man di 7 
played, ; 
| Conſidering how many years the Doctor 
had made this ſubject his ſtudy, how delibe- 
rate he was in forming his ſentiments, and 
how cautious he was of publiſhing them to: 
the world, it ſeems moſt natural to look for 
his laſt ſentiments on this much diſ puted 
point in theſe two pieces; and the rather as 
the book which was written againſt him on 
the Arian ſide by Mr. Tomkins (which might 
be thought moſt likely to have made him a 
E 3 convert, 
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| convert, if he had been one) was printed 


«| 
778 
_— 
[ 
on 
I, 
22 
1 
v * 


E 
22 5 en 


** 


previous to either of theſe * 


"at. 
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of 
eſe | pieces, contain' ' the laſt 


It 18 certain t 
authentic account 
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t Jo His ſentiments, as avow- 
ed 99 ie f, oy ther efore till bine cr 


- „„ „„ „„ 5 3 
PT TIT 10 27 —— - 
2 TY FTI. oo 
r 14 b = . 


» 


2 


rob oem be hdd as Dr. Watts' s laſt 5 
thoughts on the ſubject o of the Trinity. pe 
F rom theſe it is þ ng: evident that he 


{ Ned „ 6 th. A 38. 


410 an or. Socint an 


ut it © hut at the 7 


| ie be 7 that he « i 8 appea ars to 
hs deviated fron n 
opinions, 


the molt 
concerning the Son and 


«4 _- —_ 1 5 e 88 1 —= 3 
A12I1FE 2 „„ „„ 
Dres _— ren” BT... | r 4 
# uh © is . 
2. 48 _ . CRP * p 
ere r : 


= * 


Nonly re- 


aal 


Spirit o of God, tho he maintained the trac 
77 1 7 1 
Divinity of both, which, he did upon ſuch 


— 4 


2 
"of 8 - 


OO 2 
‚—.mͤ— ü—ũʒ—ä—ę DT EE TIES 
po * ie » 
— 2 


grounc f as. he thoug 


+ 


: beſt ſecured every 3 


Daring and moſt effec- 
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2 wins Title of this work was A Sober Appeal to 4 
Turk or an Indian, concerning Ka plain ſenſe of ſerip- 


ture relating to the T rinity. 
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— obviated the jection of its po. 

n;; 
It is true, me both a among the Orthodox 
and the Heteradox conſidered him as having | 
in theſe publications given up the point; the 
former becauſe he differed from them in his 
manner of explaining it, and the latter be- 
cauſe he admitted the force of ſome of their 
objections to it, and freely gave up what he 
thought -untenable, and perhaps. eſpecially 5 
becauſe he exerciſed more candour towards 
them than the defenders of the Trinitarian 


dectrine had uſually done. But it is exceed - 


iüngly ſtrange that the friends of orthodoxy 


ſhould difown a man as a brother, and con- 
ſider him as an apoſtate and an enemy, be- 
_£8uſe he repreſents things in a manner dif- 
ferent from themſelves, and maintains them 
on diffrrent grounds. And it is equally 
. —_ at leaſt equally unwarrantable, that 
the patrons. of hereſy (as it has commonly 
been called) ſbould inſiſt upon it that a man 
zs an their ſide merely becauſe he docs not go 
all the lengths of their opponents, ar yields 
to the force of ſome of their objections: : but 
more eſpecially 1 2 7 ſhould draw ſuch 
an inference from the candqus be exerciſes to 
det JJV 
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them: but moſt of all that they ſhould take 


: occaſion from the moderation of any one 
who profeſſes himſelf orthodox in the main, 


to infinuate any thing to his diſadvantage 
in point of fincerity. Thus it was with 
reſpect to Dr. Watts, and thus it has been, 
with Lyng #ru to others of thei like Inoderate | 
Principles 125 N 

8 dupriüng that they wo lay ſo wat 


ſtreſs upon candour, and are ſo ſevere againſt 
bigotry, ſhould themſelves act ſo uncandid a 


part: Nothing is more common than for 
thoſe who call themſelves rational, to con- 


demn the bigotry of the 6rthodix; for their 


ſtrenuous adherence to every Iota in the or- 
thodox ſyſtem, and their want of charity to- 
wards thoſe Who differ, which they will fay 


| might be exerciſed conſiſte ly; with the firmeſt 


attatchment to orthodoxy; and yet if any of 
the orthodox ſhew themſelves ready to make 


dour towards thoſe of different ſentiments, 
theſe gentlemen will have it that they maſk, 
in their hearts, be on their fide; and tete 
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; * * Dr. Doddridge Fam in - this predicament, See the | 


notice he takes of it in' a Letter of. Which Mr. Orton | 


has ol a copy in his Life, 217 mot 95:2: nit as 
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their ſincerity in not joining their party; 
which they are willing to attribute to a 
ſordid attachment to their ſecular intereſt, 
or to any thing rather than to a real molera- 
lion in principle, of which bigots on "PO 
ſides ſeem to deny the exiſtence. 
Whether there be in reality ſuch a mode- 
ration, by which both Orthodoxy and Charity 
may be maintained *, and what thatis,*may _ 
poſſibly appear from a repreſentation of Dr. 
| Watts 8 ſentiments as contained in his- two 5 
laſt publications now mentioned; which thro 
the} intemperate zeal of oppoſite parties ſeem 
not to have met with the attention they 89 7 
ſerved, and to be now but little known. 
The Preface to the firſt of the above pieces 
we ſhall here tranſcribe at length. It 2 
as; follows. © It cannot be of much im- 
Portance for the reader to be informed wh⁰ 
was the writer of theſe papers : yet if 1 it will 
be any ſatisfaction, the author himſelf pre- 
ſumes to ſay, It is one who has ſpent many 
years of his life in diligent enquiries into the 
ſacred doctrines of the goſpel, by a conſtant 


and laboxiqus ſearch. of the Holy ſcriptures ; * 


PR late able performance, entitled” Priniitive 
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Kan ſafely appeal tg Hod concerning 
hogeſty and ſincęrit of his own eng, 
49 give a faithful anſwer to all theſe enguiries, 


Saler the Doctor for his deviation from the betten 
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nor is he aſhamed to add, with.cantinual ap- 
plication to the God of all light and grace 
for che inſtruction of his Holy Spirit, that 
be micht better underſtand the things dif- 
covered in his word. He allo takes the free- 


dom to ſay theſe papersare the product of that 


part of his life when Ai powers of mind and 


dr wes in fall nigger . Fe author has 


| of the Queſtions here, propoled maay be very 
uſefull towards the further explaining ſome of 


thoſe parts of ſcripture which have been leſs 


Andiied, eſpecially concerning Gag the Father, 


ang the Niyine and human natures of his Sox 
Jeſus Cort, whom to know, to truſt in, 
and ta love, is eternal life: and he thinks he 


eſt light he ane Kue 


in the Holy ſcriptures, ne Pld 


« He has one fayour to beg of. h 1 6 5 


and that is, that they would not examine any 
of thele papers by the mere dictates of their 


3 Thien a fufcicnt anfiver' es hoße who Would en- 


track by urging the decay of his faculties, oy 
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Sn xeaſoning Wers, for the ſubject 1 18 a 
mere matter of 0 diy e revelation ; nor that | 
the Y would 1 d take the ſeptiments or 8050 


3 5 


100 ;Or 1 ater writers, whether 8 Schoo ri 8 57 or 
| ers, Or Diyipes « of any 8 for a Per- 
feet teſt of t truth and Lorthod doxy 1 in * ſacred 
ſubje ects. 
92 Vet he freely and delichrfully ug 
theſe following articles borrowed from . th = 
Athanafian Greed, VIZ. 3 c We bel ieve and 
I « confeſs the Lord Jeſus Chyiſt the Son of 
« God is both God and Man ; God of the 
a ſame ſubſtance with the F ather, a Man of 
- the ſubſtance of his mother, born into the 
E world, perfect God and perfect man; of 
5 reaſonable ſoul, and human fleſh ſub- - 
1 ſiting together : Equal to the Father, as 
touching his Godhead, and yet inferior to 
5 the Father, as. touching his manhood : 
25 One, not by converſion of the Godhead 
« into the ſleſh, put by HENS of the man- 
08 hood into God, % as {a become one 4d 
© agent or one perſon : and as the 1 reaſonabl 
« foul and geg js gag pre ſ Gag and wan 
* are. one 1 whe "in fr ar 
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« © Tho' F freely and chearfully acknowledge ge 
all this, yet I take no human writings Fg «3 
teſt of the Aivinity « or truth of x my opinions: : 


CIAL T3 


Yb 


de all other teachers, beſides | the mere 


writers of the Holy Scriptures, in ſuch en- 


quiries, where the light of theſe divine truths 7 
Will alſo ſhine brighteſt, which are not to be 

known by the mere light of nature, but are 
entirely to be learned by 'the revelation' of 
God to his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and to his holy | 


apoſtles. 


And if this practice be leech purſued, 


the author humbly hopes theſe papers may 


find acceptance among the diligent and honeſt 


T enquirers after truth, ſo far at leaſt as to | 


have his unwilling miſtakes Pitied and for- 
given, and his ſincere endeavours accepted, 
to make known the ſcriptures to his fellow- 


chriſtians in thoſe important articles that re- 


late to God the Father and his Son Fe Jeſus Cbriſt 
our Lord, which are of & much 8 8 8 
toward our ſalvation. 8 

Vet finally to avoid all coe and 
gets of miſtake, I think it may be proper 
here to take notice, that there have been gene- 
rally two ways among our Proteſtant Divines 
allowed 
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oed to explain the Filiation or Sonſhig 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his Divine na- 
türe the one is, the real and ſupetnatütal, 
which 18 granted t to be utterly incomprehin- 
file,” relating chiefly, to. 1 the ae of, th he 
Fe ather and the Son ; Wye 6 ther is Kerip pt Urn 
and. econonicat? \ relating chiefly eb i 
character, of Men u. in our Tele. which is 
more eafy 10 be ul underſtood, OY ED * 
ihe 8. muſt aalen l So Vin inline molt to to 
h cet, Þ 4 Becauſe : F 982 iT, © moſt per- 
HR quali Gen, Onenels or 18 meneſs it ee 
Godhead” 1 app plied to the Falle. - or 
1 55 Se, Ac chats it Heintz She tris Göd- 
1 Ae (bs v fie ved, nd { elt- exlltanetn 
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*'J rived from kim or begotten. by him, and 
10 therefore really « a diftin& perſon , or agent 


we 


i . him in all perfettions ; 3 and that his idea 
of the Divinity of Chriſt Vas, „ 2hat the 


Goal rad, the e Deity ue 55 Pena di Nrnguiſhed 
the FATHER, was. united. to the man Chrif A 


| S, bis, in conſequence of whi ch um on, or 11. 

; dwelling of - the. Godpead, be became properly 
God = *,” And i it 18 evident ee pl > op 
| 4 rmance, and from a { MT 
publication, FG; he oonceives this ub wil Mochte Ree 


ey bir jor per pus 
fleſh, and tt at the 29 7 pul. of. Chriſt 
ed woith 7h 2 aber from 5 20 ore the fur 1 2 
- of the NY. or which h 150 The 255 7 


ps 4 nnen 75 = & 


S 4» 


ains th he real deſcent of f Chrif om bn 
to earth and ths wi ole ſhe 181 11 12 


| 25 ea LE. | | 
ch ation, which, he e wn — IT; with : 
en 1247 obi 


ion concern 
e 0 722 the De r ſeem ; 
te the | | MN de 4903 2&1 o ; 8 . 


the comm notion. of 
W J ONW 5112 34499 


29.1 241 
perſonality, as bfr from the? e ap- 
EDI dt 0e has (dota weitete 
mee, WAIT“ Ese ae revived" ins bHð r vetas 
ſiageir da pic ſtestion df thi late Mx. Hujamin Kernen 
entitled Candid 6 bee. | 


= 


poſing 


te New fe 


e e TNINIT 6„ 


Polit it 66 wean He dieine Pöwwür öt in- 
fluence, of God Himſelf as exerting His in- : 
fluertee : But we Have now particalarIFt6'\ do 
Witti tlie Perfo of CBE, whith'is the ptin- 

cipal ſale of tlie pu blications noch wititer 
amen * 21 21 {200 
t i no part of out Au Westie; | 

cone ts Hbstbr x bpföns on this ptht, 
teſent tüm, and fte Herein 


they: dil from tHe eben of other ör⸗ 


thodbXdivities! and tö give a Brief Ve Hf che 
arzuments By which He ſuppotted ttiemmn. 
It Hs TH pertain Doi bis ContePlng Jus 
al. Se ge God! tlie Ric Which! he projptles 
its Wit ie e 
46 — —— ts GO 


«the belle of 4 e res to fal- 
4 Ate” 9 $196 I-——, 00887 3 81992 , 
JOSE ketbentwn be Uf bus A dn 
to this term by different wtlterð ard UHEldes, 
tit: tie fell of trier is ptfönrzetk by Hdny, 

vir. „ tat it ineludes af” eterridlt url 
«© cetvabke getftrarion” of the pef ibn bf TfIe 
«Sor By ht perf of the Fathef, if the 
C * ſirribhely of its Divitic (cies? ehtfus! 
* 3 ede dag coertiaPrnfie 
6 Faber. = 


But 
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. But I am. perſuaded (ſays be) this can 

4 1 uk be the ſenſe of this name, in thoſe 
5 l texts before cited [where believing 
Tin the Son of, God is ſaid to be neceſſary to 
* fararin] for: (a) I. this be never true, 


5 and Ido not think the gracious God would 
©, put, ſuch a difficult teſt upon the faith of 
ung diſciples, Pœor iterate men and 
* women. (2) Nor ĩs this clearly enough re- 
G vealed for us to. 77 7 at. a fund 
article in any age, and tg damn all who. do 
i not receive it = (a). Ther e. have been ſome 
| « pious and learned men in ſeveral ages, who 
< have, acknowledged Chriſt's true Godhead, 
; and yet have ſuppoſed that the Sonſhip of 
hi ferme, rather, to his Inman, nature, 
or to, his ofice of. Meſiab, than. to fuch,an 
0 eternal generation .— There are ſome ſuch | 
2 2 in our age, and Till Never Promouncefan 
* anathema, upon; them. I yd 11113 ci 07 
„After having mentioned ſeveral other ſenſes 
inwhich the term S gf God is uſed in ſerip- 
; ture, he, ſpeaks f this laſt, as what; he he- 
bee to, be its poſt common, acceptation, 
lun J elpecially.where the heligf of it is 
. 8 to, falygpon, 5 nin. N25 
ned 
3 of „ 


- 11120035; TRINSP Ly! AT 65 


urged ſevoral arguments to confirm this ſenſe, 
he ſtates ſome objections. g 3, and produces 
various pallages from ſcripture. in which 
* Chriſt is called % Son of Gad, and God is 
ſaid to be his Father, wherein, we cannot 


ſuppoſe the Godhead af CHA ab 
deine vg. bf 


2. get ant 


uw ——— Wee 19. When, the, Jews had 


himſelf equal. ta; God, be- 


: Ortho be called God his Father, he anſwer- 
ed, Verqly, verily I ſay unto you, | the Son can 
© do nothing of himſelf, but what. be: ſeth the 


_ © Father de, &c. This is not an expreſſion 
* which repreſents the Son as the true and 
eternal God, or that grants their infere 


\ fort i 18 plain that this ; expreſſion wennn 


4 him under a degree of impotence and 


| © pendence; that be could. do. nothing. of 5": 
elle, Nay this contradicts their inference, | 


© and. denies his equality with God, rather 


< .than.confirms or allows it. The ſenſe of this 


© expreſſion may be learned from John viii. 38. 

© Tho'; there are ſome expreſſions in that 
paragraph to (ver. 30.) which ſeem ſuperior 
_ © to. the character of any mere creature, and 
1 © WR . an have been applied to 
- Chas 
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« Chrift'the man: af i not united to Godhead; 
yet Chriſt conſidered as the Son of God is 
85 throughout repreſented” as dependent on the 

Father for all, and receiving all from the 
Father, which is hardly conſiſtent With the 
idea of ſupreme Godhead, if chat were i in- 
_ cluded in Sonſhip. 3 Stig: 

el John v. 30. 'T tan of myſelf as bong. 
ek not mine vn will. (vi. 38. J IJ came 
7 from heaven not to do miu o on but 
© ths avill- of him "that ſent © ne. This does 
not ſound like the language of Godhead, 
Which is ſupreme and independent, and ; 
Can do all things of itſelf, and by its own 
will. Ch. xiv. 28. "My Father is greater 
© than J. ver. 31. As the Father gave me com- 
Wi  mandment even ſo Ido. Ch. xvii. 5. Father 
© glorify me, &c. "Mark xiii. 32. Of that day 


A. 


Ai hour knoweth—not- the Son, but the = 


© zher;-&c. &c. All this implies inferiority | 
© and dependence. 1 Cor. xv 38. Then ſhall 
© the Son alſo himſelf be ſubject to him, that 
God may be all in all. This is a character 
© of too much inferiority for Godhead. The 
of God 


© argument ſtands thus: If the Son's 


60 be true God, conſidered as a Son, then he 
'B is W and * Lord of all, and 
| © it 


4 
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* 144 maſt be ſaid it is by his own voluntary 
©. condeſcenfion that he is ſo far depreſſed and 
© humbled by the economy as to bechme ile 
© Father's deputy and vicegerent, and When 
« that Economy ceaſes, he ĩs of courſe exalted 
to his equality with the Father, and to his 
5 eſſential and natural Lördſhip over all. But 
the repreſentation of St. Paul is juſt the 
contrary. In 3 parts of his writings, 
particularly Phil. i. he ſhews that the Son 
of God is not depreſſed but exalted by the 
< cxeonomy to the kingdom. And he tells 
< us in this text that when the Son gives up 
this economical kingdom, he comes again 
© into ſubjection: © ther ſhall the Son himſelf 
be ſubject to the Father; which plainly ſhews 
that, conſidered as a Son, he is naturally 
« ſubject to the Father, and that at the end 
of this œconomical exaltation he ſhall re- 
4 turn to his natural ſubjection and ſhall be 
* ſo for ever, when God appears all in all. 
This text will not prove that Chriſt is 
not God, for he is ſo BY PERSONAL UNION 
to the divine nature: he is God manifeſt in 
"© the fleſb. He is God and man in one com- 
plex perſon. But this text, I think, does 
3 that his Sonſbip doth not include 
F 2 ow Godbead. 
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Gaullead. In this and many other texts 
©.-his--Sonſhip, may be better referred to his 
inferior meture, or to his offices.” And this 
* willifree us from thoſe embarraſſments to 
which w have been driven, to keep, up the 
** ſublime idea of Godhead. in theſe ſcriptures 
_ © which sall him A Son, and at the, ſame 
titnef carry ſo much of dependence and in- 
. rc nt. E 5 
The Doftor's Thixd queſtion, (which, ! leads 
to the diſcovery of his opinion concerning the 
-pre-exiſtence of the human ſoul of. Chailt) is 
this, Could the Son of God properly enter 
«3:4 into a Covenant. with his Father, to do and 
er ſuffer what Was neceſſary to our re- 
* demption, without a human ſoul?" .; - 
It is granted (ſays he) that the wy 
1580 vurchriſtian Writers believe that it was 
© which had an exiſtente pefary; — Was « con- 
"© beivedif the Virgin Mary, and became in- 
(eantiate ; yet hen ſoever they, would repre- 
ſent the exceeding great love of the Father 
n ſending his Son into our world, that he 
might ſuffer and die for us, and deſeribe 
de wanſcendent love of Chriſt, in coming 
8 * into the world and . to death for 


o 
* Tt * PE KO : Us 2 our 
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< our ſakes, they uſually repreſent i it in mch 
* language as can never agree with' his Divine 
1 nalure, in any propriety of ſpeech, but 

nly to the pre- exiſtent human ſoul of 
Chriſt, with its deſcent into fleſh and blood, 


and the ſufferings of this human ſdul for 5 


us. And it is evident that the-ſeripture 
© ;tfelf leads them plainly to ſuch a repre- 
ſentation of things ſo that they are led by 
* the force of truth into ſuch expreſſions as 
are hardly conſiſtent with their on pro- 
* feſſed opinions. He here quotes fome 
paſſages from Mr. PFlavel and others, which 
| ſpeak of the abaſement of Chriſt; and the 

humiliating! change which he paſſed” *thro', 
which are totally inapplicable to Coat, 
Fm Now if we ſuppoſe (fays he) the Human 
* ſoul-of Chriſt to have a pre-exiſtent "hte 
of joy and glory with the Father before the 
* world was created; "theſe expreſſions are 

great and noble, are Juſt and true, and 
© have a happy propriety in them to ſet forth 
the tranſcendent love of the Father in ſend- 
ing bis Son, and of the Son of God in 
coming from heaven and leaving the 3 joys 


L "- — of his Pather 8 immediate pre. 
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© ſuffer ſhame, ſorrow, pain, anguiſh of fleſh 
and ſpirit, ſharp.agonies and the pangs of 
death. And this love is exceedingly. en- 
hanced, while we conſider that this an 
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| < "divne, 1 as; that res a Gop himſelf 
becomes manifeſted. in the fleſn. 
ut on the other hand, if we ſuppoſe | 
a 500 ung but the pure divine nature of Chriſt 
to exiſt before his incarnation, then all theſe 
2 Expreſſions kem to have very little juſtice 
or propriety in them: for the divine natu re 
i of Chriſt (how diſtinct ſoever,it is ſuppoſed 
to be from God the F ather) yet can never 
« leave. the F ather' 8 boſom, can never diveſt 4 
« itelt,. of any one joy or felicity that it was 
ever poſſeſſed of ; nor could God the Father 
ever diſmiſs the divine nature of his Son 
from bis boſom... Godhead muſt have eternal 
and com pleat beatitude and glory, and can 
never be diſpoſſeſſed of it. Godhead can 
ſuſtain no real ſorrow or fi ufferin g. N either 
could the human nature leave the boſom of 
q the Father if it had no prior exiſtence, — 
c But now if we conceive the ſoul of Chriſt 
= 3 in its pre- exiſtent ſtate, as the fr rſt born of 
53 2 creature, become t ee . 


* 2 * Ego o 
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and come into the world (John xvi, 28.) to 
part with the glories and joys it poſſeſſed, 
* to dwell in a feeble, manſion of fleſh; of 
pain and ſorrow, and ſuſtain the pangs of 
* a curſed death, &c. this is amazing love in- 
* deed; this has a ſurpriſing and ſenſible rea- 
ty in it, and ſhould awaken all the powers 
of our ſouls to admire and adore both God 
the Father for ſending him, and bir Sen 
far conſenting to ſuch abaſement. EE 
There is another and a very 5 8 
* inſtance, wherein aur: Proteſtant. divines, 
in a very juſt and affecting manner repre- 
© ſent the CovenanT of REDEMPTION, be- 
© tween the Father and the Son, according 
to Scripture, upon the ſuppoſition of the Þ. 
pre- exiſtence of Chriſt's human ſoul: But 
according to the common or ſcholaſtic ex- 
plication of the doctrine of Perſons in the 
* Trinity, we can have no ideas under all 
their glorious and affectionate ne, 
* tions af this tranſaction. 
The common or ſchalaſtic * of 
| the Trinity, which has been long and uni- 
verſally received and been called orthodox, 
* is, That God is but one ſimple, infinite 
£ and: eternal ſpirit: Hence it follows, that 
D 1 4 " © the- 


3 . 


*. 
* 
* 
— 
*. 
2 
A 
a 
+ 
* 
o 
0 
T 
y 
„ 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


* 
. 
* 
o Ls * 
1 
3 5 
3 
1 * 
# 
" 
4 
N 
4 
. 
"= 
* 
* 
x 2 
* 
88 
* 
* 
* 
p 
* 
% 
* 
a 
[1 
{ 
$ 
f 
* 
*. 
4 
2 
24 
A f 
7 
15 
* 
„1 
4, 
— 
- 
©. 
— 
N 
4 
1 
1 
1 
* 4 
. "<8 
* 
* 
— 
** 
88 
$ © 
* 
"= 
* 

" 
ol. 
** 

< = 
1 
* on 
5 
* 
* 4 

* 

v 

41 


I 

* a 

$ 

4 

* 

* 
* 
at 
* 
2 
8 
91 
JF 
$4, 
— 
wi 
5 
4 
1 
* 
wi 
9 * 


2 — . 
2 — 


* n . 


"- 8 
r 


_ 2 by 
_ — * 2.” — 
- ” . A 
o 


x. B 1 
— — * * 
—— — — > 


5 72 PDR. WATTS's LAS N SENTIMENTS 


_ © the divine eſſence, powers, and eſſential pro- 
« perties-of the Father; the Son, and the Spi- 
t in the Godhead are numerically the very 
« ſame. That it is the fame numerical con- 
ſciouſneſs, underſtanding, will and power, 
which belongs to the Father, that belongs 
_ < alſo to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
and that the ſacred three are diſtinguiſhed | 
only by the ſaperadded relative properties 
* of paternity; filiation- and preceſſion; but 
© their thoughts; ideas, volitions- and agen- 
< cies, according to this hypotheſis, muſt be 
the very fame — een in 
: 411 the three. . E F 
The Dr. then vidoods: to 83 nm 
from ſermon of Mr. Flavel, which he tighly 
approves, relating to the Covenant of Re- 
demption, in which he repreſents the per- 
ſons tranſacting with each other; the bu- 
<« ſimeſs tranſacted; the quality of the:tranſ- 
<. Action as fœderal; the Father promiſing to 
ſupport and reward the Son; the Son pro- 
e miſfing to obey the Father's call to ſuffer, 
% &. and the articles to which they agree, 
«© Kc. &c. He further obſerves,” that tlie 
author repreſents this tranſaction in -a way 
ue, and * remarks thus: In 
% „ 
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© reading ſueh accounts- of ſtipulations . 
contract between the Father and the Son, 
before the foundation of the world, Was 
© proper conceptions: can we frame, or what 
clear ideas can we poſſibly have, while we 
8 ſuppoſe nothing but Chriſt's divine nuturt 
« tranſacting this affair with the Father, and 
« while we believe the divine effence, Peifiec- 
© tions, and powers, the underſtanding. will, 
© thought, and conſciouſneſs” of the Father 
and the Son; to be numerically one ati the 
« fame? ſince in the Godhead they aft but 
one and the fame infinite ſpirit? The mere 
perſonalities, paternity and filiation, can- 
not conſult and tranſact in a way of con- 
© tra, propoſal and conſent: f which can 
© only be done by] t to > diffin&t conſciouſ- 
neſſes and wills. ee e 0 
PFiurther, one of theſe beings or perſons 
* covenantin 85 ſeems to be inferior to the 
other, and to be capable of receiving orders, 
* commiſſion; ſupport and recompence from 
the other: But if only the Deiry of Chriſt 
© exiſted, and his Deity and the Father's have 
but one numerical conſciouſneſs and voli- 
tion, one power and glory, what need of 
* * orders and commiſſions, or of promiſes of 


g — 
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ſupport and recompence q How can pure 
©, Godhead he ſupported or reconipenſed ?— 
« What. poſſible difference can we , conceive 
between the love of the Father in {ending 
e the Son, and the love of the Son in con- 
« ſenting And how doth. this, ; abate gur 
b; grand ideas of the diſtinct and condeſcend- 
ing love of our bleſſed Saviour, in his con- 
ſent to this covenant, ſince that part of 
* him which really ſuffered, i; e. his inferior 
| 5 nature, had then no exiſtence? ts beg 
1118 Aut on the other hand, if we give our- 


Wb 


& 4 #4 


—— the 0 form * ev ry creature, 
(Col. i. 15. Rev. iii. 14.) and intimately 
5 eee to the eternal God, th en here are pro- 

« per ſubjects for theſe federal LA: tranſactions, 

and a moſt glorious: and diyine covenant it 

© :Was, between the F ather and the Son, for 
o the ſalvation of poor ruined man —Fhus 
4 Chriſt, when he came forth from, the Father 
and came into the world, really laid aſide 
5 < that glory which he had Mit, the Father 
* before the world was, and thaugh be 
pas ri ich; her for, our, ſales became foor.— 
+, Eyery thing co . er well in 


10 L this 
= _ s 


this ſcheme, and anſwers the various ex- 

< preſſions of Scripture on this ſubject, with- 
out ſtraining the words by needleſs tropes 
s and figures: It becomes ſo plain that he 


that runs may read, and every private Chriſ- 


tian may underſtand theſe ear ly n 
6 and foundations of his hope. 55 {ab 

The Fourth Queſtion which the Doctor pro- 
— is this: . Is the: Godhead. of Chriſt 
and the Godhead of the Father, one and 
6 the fame *** So KATY afy $603 4 8 78 2» 

He anſwers in the affirmative, and proves 
it by the following arguments. (1. ) Af. the 


| 555 divine nature of Chriſt be ee diſtinct 


principle of ſelf- conſciouſneſs and yalition, 
another diſtinct ſpiritual being, or another 


< ſpirit, this approaches ſo near the doctrine 


of another God, that it is: very hard to diſ- 
_ « tinguiſh it. For ſo far as our ideas of 
a arithmetie and reaſon can reach, this ſeems 

to be a plain truth. 
be one God, two or three infinite ſpirits 
muſt be 7400 or three God. (2.) The God 
K Abraham. Iſaac and Jacob, the God of 


"= Or, in other words, is the 527 of Chrit, or r the | 


| being to whot the humanity vr" "CRE is united, God 
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Aſrael, the Almighty, Jchovab, is the pro- 
per ſtyle and title by which God the Fa- 
* ther was known under the Old Teſtament, 
and under theſe he often appeared to the 
Patriarc 3; yet it 18 agreed by all Trinita- 


—— chat it was Jeſus Chriſt that appear 


© ed to them aid aſſumed theſe titles. (3.) 

<" Several paſſages of the Old Teſtament cited 
© by the writers of the New Teſtament, and 
c applied to Chriſt, do evidently refer to the 

great one God, the God of Iſtael, whom all 
before the days of Chriſt muſt ſuppoſe to 

mean God the Furber f all. Theſe texts 
are properly applied to Chriſt, if we ſup- 
poſt the Godhead of the Father and of 
Chriſt to be be ſame, and TAT THE 


Ma Cnae Jreus WAs Tur SHEKI- 


NAH or HxBrrATION of THE GREAT | 
© GOD, intimately and perſonally united to 
chim. In this fenſe- Chriſt was Emmanuel, 


r GOD with u. —But the application of 


*: theſe texts to Ohtiſt will ſcarcely prove the 

Godhead of Chriſt, unleſs it be the fame 
with that of the Father. (4.) When Chriſt 
bs expreſſes his own Godhead, it is by declar- 


ing his aneneſi worth. the FATHER, Land 
2 the FATHER ore one, He — 


18 SH # 3 2 
R 4.4 : 5 


„n T2 TRINTIT TT. 22 n 


« me bath ſen cle FATHBR«: I ann an db 
Arn and the AY LEE De 


. « always eee, ſpeakingsif he 


++ himſelf had another Godhead, [or if he as 
+ man 528 been united to a ſecond perſon in tho 
Godhead and not to the FATHER}, (F.) 


on this ſappoſition.I de hot ſes hon de 


Trinitariang can ſolve the difficulties which 
£<.ariſe from thoſe ſcriptures where God the 
Father is repreſented as the only true God. 


A 1 


and under that idea diſtinguiſhead from Je- 
c eee Chtiſt. John xvii. 3 4. Cor. Wiso 


< Rpb. iv. 5. G Haiab xliv. G. ;. xlv. 23 22. 
„ (6.) When our Saviour foretold. that his 
<. diſciples ſhould leave him alone, he adds; 
* (Jobn xvi, 32.) And yet I am nat aſaus, ben 


<;canſe THE FATHER It xaith ne. If his 


* Godhead had been diſtinct from that of the 
o Father, he needed not the preſence, of the 
* Father for his ſupport; his c n 
« would have have been ſi 


on the whole, whateyer ah 


„ tin&tions there may be in — | 


to lay a foundation for God's diſe very of 
< himſelf under three perſonal characters, as 


« tha. 
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= the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
* yet the Godhead of the Father ſeems to be 
eithe ſame orie infinite and eternal Spirit, 
8 © which under ſome; peculiar diſtinction or 
© relation,” is united to the Man Chriſt Je- 
e ſus; and hereby Jeſus becomes one witli 
"_ &c. 3 Y khis means the great and 
Fundamental article of all religion, the 
o UNTFY of che true God ds maintained 
Arwiolable, and thus we moſt effectually 
*. preelude all the objectionis and cvils of the 
t:24r7#1 and Scihnian writers agairift the dec- 
trie of the Bleffed Trinity, and the Deity | 
" Hof Chriſt, as though this doctrine intro 
Aduced more Gots than one For if we ſup- 
. poſe che Man Jeſus Chriſt, in his ſoul and 
body, to be both an intellectual and cor- 
© poreal SHEKINAII, or habitation of the 
one God, the God of Iſrael, we may juſtly 
vi "call Jeſus'Chrift GOD manifef in the fleſh ; 
a man in whom dwells all the 'fulneſs of the 
Godbead bodily; ' min of the ſeed of David, 
and yet GOD over all Bleſſed for ever. Nor 
is there ſo much as the ſhadow of our own- 
© ing two or three Gods, which has 'been 
* 2600p Jn with f ſome appearance of reaſon, 
en #135 | * RG 5 


1 * 11 1 GEE ENT 0 8 
IAN A6 S * e A k to e #4 4 842 
ON THE TRINITY. 3 


. 1 115 
"chiarg ed po on Lorne other modes of expla an- 

oF .. i einn | 

ty 65 this ſacred doctrine. 87 


Fs 2 


From theſe extracts from Dr. ae 8 own | 


writings, it is plain to every Intelligent rea- 
der, . what his Sentiment concerning "the 
Deity « of Chriſt were. It is evident that he 
did not Sire! into Ari Ban, "which: makes 
Chriſt to be another and infetior God!” dif: 
tinct from che ſupreme, nor into Sectniantſm, 


which deiifes the pre-exiſterice of the Son 'of = 


God. At ch Tame timè it is equally . 
chat he Bec dparteg from what are general 


, _ the” orthodox” ſentiments ; or” le 


haps it ſhould: be ſaid, from the common 
ene en ng them; 1 which how- 


ESTAS 


ed genuine artllodoxy to the beſt advantage. 
This firft publication clofes with AN Es- 


; bay on the Importance of any humans Sehemes | 


; 7 explain” the ſacred Doctrine of the Tri rinity, 
ſhewitg,” I. That no ſach ſcheme of 'expli- 


cation is neceſſary to ſalvation. II. That 


© It may yet be of great uſe to the Chriſtian 
Church. III. But all ſuch explications 
« ought to be propoſed w with modeſty to the 


Nas world, and neyer r impoſed on the e Conſei- 


* ence.” * 


. ; . At. 


* ©. * 7 r. I. 1 2 N 
3 5 m— I-24 n P 
FC 


22 
a 
* 
* 
of 
- 
* 
9 
0 
. 
2 . 
7 
+. 
AZ 
1 
q 1 5 
*3 
: » 
1 
=” 4 
2 
8 * 
1 
2s 
* 
2 
.» 
* 
1 
. 
o 
4 
1 
4 
+ K+ 
TR” 
4 
Py 
27 


— * "2 ST ©. 2 - » 1.00 2% n N Lr & 6 "x3 
—_ N N by, 4 — * 9 « * 5 . Nr 8 5 „. | rd 
CFC ICED TY TEE 


* 
5 5 * * 2 SIX TID. 2 SEE 5 
po + * 1 7 £*E l ” e 
=” 3 1 14 Su 9s r = 
= Or. r © 


= +> + - - et Fs. £53.54 7 b* 7 roo 8 
2. 7 2 2 £ 5 * - 4x x - 5 59 
Er . a rn Hoi op bh be 77 


= DR. WAT.TS's, LAST, szuriuzurs 


At the end of this eſſay are the followin g 
remarks, which : are if ſubmitted to. the e 8 
ampere feflections. 74 877 1187 
+ == bx. accidental, i incapveniencies 
8 « {aiding from religious controverſies] are 
not a ſufficient; reaſon. for gur ſupine. and 
＋ « perpetual: contentment with confuſed ſen- 
< timents and unintelligible. ſpeeches about 
1 the modus of ſacred truths, if clęarer ideas 
* are any way attainable, There are juſt 
and ſtrong motiyes that may excite us to 
ee the rp | of God, and to 


5 « the. world and. the church, tho”. \thero-are 
* no. reaſons ſufficient. to impel us to impoſe 
our improved notions on others, or to raiſe 
2 * contentions and quarrels on the account of 
them. All our illuſtrations or clearer con- 
ception of this ſublime doctrine, which 
God may have favoured us with, ſhould 
be propoſed with great modeſty, with a 
humble ſenſe of our fallible natures,— and 

© with a zealous care to maintain all thoſe 
practical regards to the Hol 7 Trinity, which 
1 are of ſo much greater importance. And if 
o it be unreaſonable to dictate to our fellow 
c © chriſtians on theſe —— points, how 
1 SO 2 # © much 


- 


LY I HR "TRINITY. 7 Gs 


© Fang mort culpable is it to Eſtabliſh Z any 


ecial form of human eiphcation. of - this | 
2 ered! doatine, as 27% F Otthioay and | 
© Chriſtianity ! and to forbid any the bleſ- 
« ſings of {peeiat-communion—m-the- goſpel, 
© unleſs they teſtify their aſſent to ſuch a 
<. particulaf; hypotheſis, or ſcheme of expli- | 
cation, which the impoſers confeſs to be 
thuman, and: et impaſe / it in their π¹ 


{preſcribe form of word 
eg The: perſons who — of this un- 


5, gharitable practice, may confecrate; their 


impoſitions and ex communications with 


cchaly names, and call them pure Zeal for: - 


abe Dibimty of Cbriſt; but I ſuſpeRtit will 
be found in the great day to deſerve n 
better a character than. a miſtaken zeal for 
the honour of Chriſt, mingled perhaps with 
© zeal for the Divinity of; their own notions; 


« which they had incorporated with the plam 


and expreſs revelations of the Godheadb of 
Jeſus Chriſt aur Lord. ;Hezithat makes a 
private and particular explication of any 
doctrine vthieh is dark and doubtful in. ĩt- 


« ſelf, and not clearly: revealed in ſcripture, | 
© as — — as the doctrine itſelf, which i is 


plain and clearly revealed, puts the matter 
250 * | G . c of 


[ 
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Mb 4 4 


« of faith and opinion on the ſame foot, and 
« intrudes too much upon the authority and 


+ kingdow b fr en Jefus in Ris cnet 


a2 > 
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1 was EF to. have” Ane gh 
abſtract of Dre Mum fabſequerit work on 
the fame ſuhject, which appears t6 have been 
the laſt of his publications, thol the different 
parts of it were drawn up at different times, 
and moſt: of it many years before it 'came 
abroad. But as it was feared this would ſwell 
the preſent publication to an inconvenient 
ſize, this deſign. is laid aſide, and it ſhall 
ſuffice to give a brief met nens. 
with a few extracts. a | 
It is entitled, The Ghry of Chriftas GOD: 
MAN diſplayed in Three Diſcourſes. The 
Preface contains a very modeſt account of 
| the author's deſign, and beſpeaks the candour 
5 ti mein the reader. Fi deen 
aue ab fülle r c or 
Disc. I. A Survey of the viſible Ap: 
5 pearances emen en before his 
ee, 3 . 
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Dre II. An Enquiry into the extenſive 


Powers of the human Nature of Chriſt in 
* its preſent glorified ſtate. F. I, The In- 
troduction. &. 2. Scripttirat Proofs of the 

Exaltation of the human. Nature of Chriſt, 


and the extenſive Capacities and. Powers of 
his Soul in his glorified State. ''$. 3. A Ra- 
*:ttonaÞ. Account! how the Man Jeſus: Chriſt, 
united to God, may be veſted with ſuch 


| *xterifive Powers.” $4. Teſtimonies from 


these Writers? Act 


Disc. III. eee e tho ee 


©; exiſtence of the human Soul of Chriſt bez 
fore the foundation of the world. F. 1. Inz 
troduction. F. 2. Some Propoſitions lead 


ing to the Proof of the Doctrine propoſed. 
FF. zl. Arguments for the pre- exiſtence of 


Chriſtis human Soul drawn from various 


—— which are aſcribed to him in 


Seripture, before and at his Incarnation. 


&. 4. Miſcellaneous Arguments to proye 


the ſame Doctrine. & 5. — 


8 53 it * eee nen T 
A « vantoges 0 of it to the Chriſt 

ections anfvered—The moderd 
G 2 © Authors 


© Confiderations of ſome Things inferior to 
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Authors who haue profeſſed and defended 
« it; wiz. Dr. H. More, Dr. Edward Fowler, 
Bp. of Glouceſter. A Defence of his Diſ- 
cCcourſe by a: Preſbyter of the Church of 
I: England. Mr. Robert Flemming. Ano- 
nymous. Mr. Foſeph Huſſey. Dr. Francis 
Gaſtreil, Biſhop of Cheer. Mr. Netjon's 
learned Friend againſt Dr. Clare. Dr. 
* Thomas: Benner. Dr. To. Burnet of the 
Charter- houſe. Dr. T. Burnett f: We Ciew 
* kington. Dr. Knight. Dr. Thomas Goodwyn. 
Appendix. An Abridgment of a (Diſc. 
of Dr. T. Goodwrn, on the — and 
fRoyaltiesſ that belong to . Chriſ 
£ fidered as God- man. Ad 

As the Pre- exiſtence of Chriſt $ — was 
the grand point which the Doctor laboured 
to eſtabliſn „in order to avoid the difficulties 
mon ſcheme, which either makes 
DIT V 20 ſuffers or makes the ſuffering Sa- 
viour a mere man, and; thus coincides with 
Socinianiſm, -we ſhall here preſent the rea- 
der wirkt a we of the Doctor's | 


| [+ Hl g. 3. He firſt ee Se) 
ious: conſiderations of | ſomething inferior, to 
A FRF UTI das _ rr 11 


— 2 
810 140 Tk : 2 2 
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bis incarnation. e. g. I. Chriſt is repre- 
ſented as his Fathers meſſenger; miniſter 


< or: angel, that was a diſtinct being from 
his Father, ſent by him to perform ſuch 
actions and ſervices for his people, long 

before his incarnation, ſome of which 


© ſeem too, low for the een of 4 God- 


head.“ 8 
II. Chriſt tides * came ind | this wed. 


* 
. 2 
A * 


A 


Now if nothing but his divine nature ex- 


„ 


« perly empty or diveſt itſelf of any glory; 
<"therefore it muſt be his inferior nature, 


5 or his human ſoul which did then exiſt. 
Under this head the Doctor confiders that 
much diſputed paſſage, Phil. ii. . which 
he interprets thus. Here the apoſtle's de- 
« ſign is to ſet Chriſt forth as a pattern of 


© humility ; and this he doth by aggrandizing 


© his former circumſtances, and" repreſent- 
ing how he emptied himſelf of them, 
and appeared on earth in a very mean and 
low eſtate. Who being in the form of God, 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God, 

i. e. his human ſoul, being in union with 
4 "5 8 his 


A mn 5 a 


K 


TERS n 


n 


» 
— — 6 —— — 


is ſaid to empty and diveſt himſelf of ſome 
glory which he had before his Incarnation. 


rn 


iſted before this time, this could not pro- 
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2 his Godhead, was inveſted with a god - lilæ 

form and glory in all former ages; thus 
s he oftentimes appeared to the Patriarchs 
* as the Angel of the Lord, and as God, 
ox Jehovah, clothed with the divine Sbe- 


e #jnab, and ſpake and acted like God him- 


* ſelf. This ſeems to be the form of God 
* which the apoſtle ſpeaks of. Nor did he 
* think it any robbery or preſumption {6 to 
do, 5. e. to appear and act as Gov, ſince 
.* he was united to the divine nature, and 
< was in that ſenſe one with God. Vet be 
<. emptied bimſelf, 1. e. he diveſted himſelf of 
this god-like form or appearance, this di- 
vine Sbekinab, and coming into the fleſh 
he conſented to be made in the likeneſs of 
other nen 3 nay, be took upon him the 
form 22 4 e inſtead of the form, Y 
c Re 
„That on being yg came cava - 
*— heayen, and was ſent of God into 
< the world, is repreſented as capable of hav- 
ing a will different from the will of God 
the Father, and therefore it muſt be infe- 
© rior to godhead: now this could be no 
C : the 10 the will of ik human ſoul.” 


tens nts ä chu 
7 . 
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Iv. Chriſt repreſents bis own coming 
: into the world, and being ſent hither by 
the Father, in ſuch a manner as naturally 
” leads one to ſuppoſe he had a real and pro- 


per dwelling g in another place, and in an- 


other manner, before he came into the 
© world, and that he then changed his _ 
and company, and manner of life; 


© which ſeem more agreeable to a wes 


# ſpirit than to a divine perſon.” 
The Doctor then, & 4. mentions various 


aue llancone arguments to prove the fame PR = 5 


trine, 5 Þ 
I. It ems needful that the ſoul of 


Chriſt ſhould be pre- exiſtent, that it might 1 


© have opportuni give its previous ac- 
* tual conſent to the great and painful un- 
dertaking of atonement for our fins. And 
indeed this voluntary conſent of his to be- 


come incarnate and to ſuffer is plainly re- 


© preſented in ſeveral places of Scripture. 
nA”. SM. 
II. © The Covenant between God the Fa- 
ther and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, for the re- 
* demption of mankind, is repreſented in 


* Scripture as being made 1 or before the Zo 


a foundation of the world. \ [Muſt we not 


6 4 L then 


rr 
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5 then ſuppoſe]. that both. parties ſhould: be 
< preſent, and that this ſhould not be tranſ- 
« acted merely within the divine eſſence by 


of ach perſonalities | as haye no diſtinct mind | 


7 and will? The eſſence of God l 1s generally 
, agreed to be but one conſcious mind or 


9 N irit. Nou can one ſingle 1 1 | 


nd will make ſuch a covenant? 

* e « Chriſt's coming into the world i is al- 
0 ways ex preſſed in ſome corporeal language, 
© ſuch as denotes his taking on him animal 
c nature, or body, or fleſh, without the 
< leaſt mention of taking a ſoul. HFS, 
IV. It is certain, that among the learn- 
c ed of the Jewiſh nation, there was a tra- 
« dition of the PR e of the foul of 
the Meſſiah,” 
by Since it pleaſed the Father to o prepare 

* a body for our LT Jeſas, by the over- 
g ſhadowing of. the Holy Ghoſt, and by a 
« peculiar manner of conception, that he 
might be the Son of God in a ſuperior 
* ſenſe, with regard to his feſb, ſo it is not 
© unreaſonable. to ſu ppoſe that the ſoil of 
Chriſt alſo, which was to be united to 
*G Godhead, ſhould have this N prero- 


* gative, 


8 
© 
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+ ani; to be derived immediately fun 


God, before any creature was made. 
9 8.5 Contains 4 confirmati, on of this. 5 


trine by arguments drawn from the various ad- 
wantages of it. After a full illuſtration of 


theſe, he ſums them up thus : There are 


* 
— 
- 
* 


py” 


many dark and difficult texts of ſcripture 


which have puzzled interpreters in ſeveral 
ages, and which have hung heavy upon 
the various ſchemes that ſupport the doc- 


trine of the Deity of Chriſt. Now ſup- 
55 poſe there could be one ſingle clue found 
out, which leads us into ſuch a ſolution 
of all theſe difficulties, and ſuch an inter- 
pretation of theſe ſeriptures, which has the 


following advantages attending it, .vi2z,— 


Which gives the moſt natural and obvious 
and literal ſenſe, ſo that every common 
reader that had no pre- conceived notions 


or ſchemes of thought, would readily run 
into at the very hearing of it: — Which 
puts learned men to no trouble of we 
and metaphors, fuch as Prolepſes,” i. 


© ſpeaking of things before they are _- ; 


or Catachreſes, i. e. calling the eternal God, 
without actual union to human nature, a 


man, or an angel, &c,—Which is moſt 
con- 


{ 
by. 
1 
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© conſiſtent with and moſt agreeable to all 
other parts of the word of God, both in 
the Old and New Teſtament, renders the 
1 expoſition of many other texts eaſter and 
8 pfainer than before, and fers the ſeveral 
| 172 of ſcripture in a beautiful harmo- 
| Which interferes with no particular 
* n of divinity, and thus does not 
© widen the common differences of the ſe- 
veral parties of Chriſtians, but freely : al- 
© lows each of them their own ſentiments :— 
And yet which affiſts us to anſwer the ob- 


WG Jections of our opponents againſt the di- 


* vinity of our bleſſed Saviour, and alſo al- 


© Jures them to embrace the truth: Which 
© apgrandizes the perſonal glories of our Lord 
© Jeſus Chriſt, and raiſes his condeſcenſion 
© and love to moſt amazing degrees {Which 
© ſpreads à new luftre over the whole goſpel 
Jof Chriſt, and the various tranſactions re- 
corded in the word of God I would 
bumbly aſk whether [ſuch a ſcheme] does 

not bid fair for the truth of the Goſpel, 
and the very meaning of the ſacred wri- 
ters? Such is the doctrine of the pre-cx- 
* iſtence of the human Sou] of Chriſt. 8 


5 8 8 2 From 


on TRE TRINITY, - © * | 


From the foregoing extracts it is ſuffeiently 
e what Dr. Watts's ſentiments were 
within a year or two of his death. The rea- 
der, however, is not to ſuppoſe, that theſe 
publications were the effect of any ſudden 


or recent change in his views of theſe doc- 


trines; for it is well known, that he had 
many years before publicly avowed ſome pe- 


culiarity in his manner of conceiving and 


of expreſſing himſelf with reſpect to them, 


ſo as to expoſe himſelf to the cenſures of the 


more rigid Trinitarians as favouring hereſy. 


In his  Chriftian Doctrine of the Trinity, 
printed fo early as the year 1722, he diſco- 


vered his inclination to the Iudævelling Scheme, 
on account of which Mr. T. Bradbury, in a 


letter dated 1725, charged him with mak 8 


ing the Divinity of Chriſt to evaporate 
« into a mere attribute,” and after jeering 
at his profeſſed love of truth, writes to him 


thus: © It is pity after you have been more 


« than thirty years a teacher of others, you 
* are yet to learn the firſt principles of the 
« oraeles of God. Was Dr. Owens church 
to be taught another Jeſus ? that the Son 
% and Spirit were 2. two N in the 


« divine nature??? e 
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„ DR. WATTS's LAST; SENTIMENTS 
+; The Doctor xeplied with equal gentleneſs 
8 firmneſs, telling Mr. Bradbury, among 
other things, That though the Doctrine 
< of the Trinity be a firſt principle, he never 
Le < knew. that the particular mode of explain- 
« ing: it; was ſuch a firſt principle alſo.” 
With reſpect to the charge of deſtroying a tri- 
= of perſons, the Doctor anſwers thus. I 
have often freely declared, and ſtill de- 
* e clare, that I allow the greateſt diſtinction 
4 « poſſible between the ſacred three in the 
« divine nature, which does not ariſe to 
e three diſtinct conſcious minds or ſpirits. 
* Make it as great as you will ſhort of this, 


and I acquieſce. But then ſince three diſ- . 


te tin& conſcious minds is the true idea of 
4 three proper literal perſons, whatever falls 
«ſhort of this can be but an anological 
cer perſonality; yet if any man will call this 
*.:4 proper divine perſonality, though it is 
e but ſimilar to human . perſonality, I vill 
ce. not contend about words and names.” 
The Doctor, unmoved by the injurious 
eee and fierce oppoſition of ſuch. of 
his brethren who were ſlaves to human ſyſ- 
tems, reſolutely purſued his enquiries, and 
the reſult was, hs he jaw f urther reaſon to 
be 
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be diſſatisfied with the common modes, of 
explaining the Trinity, and he honeſtly Je 
clared his different apprehenſions reſpecting 
it. In the year 172 1, he publiſned his Sermons 
on various Subjectæ; in which there is one en- 
titled; The Scale of Bleſſedneſs ; or bleſſed Saints, 
blefſed Saviour, and bleſſed Trinity. On the 
review of this diſcourſe in the year 1729, he 
faw occaſion to inſert the end e h. 
(Edition th, vol. i. p. 260... 
„This Diſcourſe was. delivered-. 48 
« twenty years ago; and the reader. wilt ob. 
4 ſerve ſome warmer efforts of; imagimati 
8 « than riper years would indulge on a — 
4 ſo ſublime and abſtruſe. Since I have 
tio ſearched wore g ſtudiouſly into this myſ- 
„ very of late, I have, learned more of my 
« own ignorance; iſo that when - I: ſpeak of 


<, theſe unſearchables, I abate) much off 
««. younger aſſurance; nor do my later 


te thoughts venture ſo far into the particu- 


« lar modes of explaining this facred diſs 


10 < tinction in the Godhead. There appears 


t to me good reaſon to doubt, whether there 


« can be three diſtinct and different prinei- 
e ples, of conſciouſneſs, and three diſtinct 


and different wills in the One God. the 


« one 


— 


8 
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o infinite Spirit. I was afraid to aſſert 
c it in this ſermon heretofore, and I am 
more afraid to aſſert it now, Reaſon and 
* Seripture join to teach me, that there can 
©: be but one God, and this God is a Spirit. 
What diſtinctions there may be in this 
one Spirit, I know not. Vet ſince I am 
fully eſtabliſhed in the belief of the Deity 
eee the bleſſed "Three, (though I know not 
e the manner of euplication) I dare let this 
e Aiſtourſe appear now in the world, as be- 
< ing agreeable ſo far to my preſent ſenti- 
*trients on this ſubject. A larger and more 
particular account of my moſti mature 
e Houghts on the doctrine of the Holy 
« Trinity, may be ſeen in the laſt m—_— 
©: of my third vo 
From che above note it is plain, that Dr: 
oPnhe ſubjeck — n err : 
ſion from thence to propagate am idea, that 
he had entirely given up the orthodox faith; 
whereas nothing more can be juſtly inferred 
from it; than thiat he had ſomewhat altered 
his judgment with reſpect to the manner of 
_ Exprefling-and maintaining it. Nor docs it 
appear that * 0 charged his ſenti⸗ 
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ments aunts The more he enquired 
into the matter, the more he was; confirmed 
in his opinion with reſpect to the od per- 
tech; ſimplicity of the divine nature, 
neſß of the. Godhead. id the — 
of the derived nature of Chriſt, and at dif- 
ferent times he rote various; Eſſays on theſe 
ſubie e whichyhg Aalen in the two laſt 
in the two — — 
given an agcount. From theſe, as ih is 
Plain he was not an Athanaſian, itt is equally 
ſo that he was nat either an Aria or a | 
ciniag, Itãs poſſible hawever,. tho: mot pros 
bable, that he might change his ſentiments 
after the publication of the above: pieces: 
That this was actually the caſe has lately 
been cankidently. aſſerted, by a writer in the 
Monthly. Review, v who me tions ſome xefpoct 
able perſons as hoving been well acquainted 
with the fact. We ſhall therefore produce 
the whole paſſage, and: ts fome remarks 


ion of Pſolms;, having quoted ipaifage - 
in x the 755 : to 8 aer n, 


to, 


„ PR. War TS tx51 Si nTikMENTS 
to, reſpecting Dr: Watts, goes on to relate 
ä — ng ein 
41 Thar the Bede had mee hisopinicn 
ſpect to ſome points ef What is 
6 « called Orb i undeniable. This is a 
ect that ſome of his/encomiaſts ſhrink 
* bee with concealed mortification, and 
— LPR wes oblivieli2-ast 
— be remembered without bringing 
ſome” reflection either on the Doctor him- 
« ſelf, vr their own darling cauſe. But It 


would be in vain to deny a fact known 1 86 


, — wereintereſtedin making it pub- 
lie. It was well known to Dt! Lafdner, 
. and by him c communĩcated to ens lab ex- 
«-cellent Mr. Merri val of Exeter, from whoſe 
„ mouth the writer of the prefect article 
* immediately received it. Dr. Watts's| Papers 
% (many of which contained . e ex- 
tc plicit renunciation of ſome of his forme! 
«, ſentiments with reſpect to tlie doctrine of 
the Trinity) were mutilated, and /publifh- 
* ed in a very imperfect manner: Seme 
« ,were wholly ſuppreſſed,” and it was with dif- 
AFeulty that Dr. Doddridge could reſcue from 
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font K Rey, Feb. LED Vol. LXVI. P. 170. oy | 
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oy * deſtruc- 
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* deſtruction a certain curious paper reſpect⸗- 
ing the Trinitarian controverſy; publiſhed 
© among the poſthumous works, entitled 
A Solemn Addreſs to the Deity, &c. The 
conduct of ſome of Dr. Watts's friends 
Linie wes ee us, that it 
“ called forth very loud complaints from 
thoſe who were acquainted with the ſecret 
« and it was but a ſhort time before Dr. 
© Doddridge embarked for Liſbon. that hie 
complained to Mr. Merrival of unfair con- 
„duct both with reſpekt to Dr. Watts and 
5 himſelf, to whoſe charge, in conjunttion 
45 with the late Dr. David Jeanings,., his 
papers were entruſted for publication.” -/- 
There is no reaſon to queſtion: the vevackty 
- of the writer of the above article, nor, of the 
authorities therein mentioned, but it 13.ealy 
to ſuppoſe that reports made at ſo great a 
diſtance of time, and which had paſſed thro 
ſeveral hands, might undergo ſome material 
alterations. That Dr. Watts left ſome MSS. 
behind him to be ——— Dr. r. Doddridge 
ply they "The 
. part, a kay e 
4 . on Education, and Remmnants- of 
> Time 
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therefore: nothing ese lean de ſuppoed t 
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A groundletss, hecauſe the Dedtor had bye 
means injoined hid extdritors tg. publiſſi them, 
buttleſtiit ta theix n dir reti dn. e 
Abe publiſhers of his Eνje no ſcents 
of theirſhaving ſuppreſtad theſe paperꝭ u hut 
_ fky undhe Witbelzta His Augng/s:t0: th Deity, 
vrhiqh was pirefixed tulthen, / tlrat iti was 


not judgedi necęſſary to publiffr them? 


There s noi pboaf tatithey contained in 
cc renunciation of his. farmer i ſentimentsig 
u gentleman) of veravity whaſhad fren them 
__ aſſured the pyriter'of. this, that they appearell 
to him: to contain nothing ne / being une 
further illuſtration of-his!Jtntiments con- 
cerning the Trinity which he had before pub- 
liſhed to the world, and therefore it might 
well be thought by his executors . unneceſ- 
« fary to publiſh” any thing more upon the 
ſubject. That this was the real matter of 
fact appears to be highly credible, and indeed 
undeniable, from the piece already referred 
to, which it is ſaid Dr. Doddridge with 
great difficulty reſcued from deſtruction.” 
This piece is evidently of the ſame com- 
plexion with what the Doctor had before 
publiſned, and therefore moſt undoubtedly ; 
AY. = eee that 


* a 


360 DR. WATTS's tary Sexriunnrs, &c- 


that was the caſe with the other papers which. 
were ſuppreſſed, to which this was prefixed. 

We ſhall here tranſcribe it at length, as 
the beſt anſwer to the above aſſertions of the 
Monthly Reviewer, and at the ſame time as the 
moſt deciſive proof what the Doctor's laſt 
ſentiments were on this much diſputed point 
of Divinity, as well as a pleaſing evidence of 
his ſeriouſneſs, ite and mann in 
his ſearch after truth. 

It is publiſhed in the-@uarts-Bdaion: of 
Dr. Watts's works, vol..iv: p. 640—643, at 
the end of his Remnants of Time nen hed 
is verbatim as follows. 55 
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and .exer-bleſſed. Gop,,o 4 Review, of 
. hat be bad written in the Trinitarian 


:inGineredanſ prefixed by him to ſome pieces 
lber fubjedt, whith it was mot Ra 
: 10 neceſſary to enen, 
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1GHTEOUS art thou, 0 Lord, | 
> when I plead with thee; yet I may 
talk with "thee concerning thy judgments, 
Permit me O God and Father, to plead with 
| thee concerning the revelations of thy nature 
and thy grace, which are made in thy goſpel ; 
And let me do it with all that humble reve- 
rence, and that holy awe. of thy majeſty, 
which becomes a creature in the  prefency. of 
or God. 5 | 
© Haſt thou not, O Lock God Almighty, 
wa thou not tranſacted thy divine and im 
portant affairs among men by thy Son Jeſus 
Chrift, and by thy holy Spirit? And haſt thou 
not ordained that men ſhould tranſa their 
higheſt and moſt momentous 'concerns with 
ne, Ni SE nn irit? Haſt 
8 thou 
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thou not, by the mouth of f thy con Je - 
1 equired all that py rofeſs ens 


unt che Sön and ff Holy GRP? Lb it not 
mycdury chien) © myuite, hob Hat are 
thele facted: names, ad What they Hg nify? 


Mee get na ches, erm dr God, 
and Feſus Chrift thy $ m..thoy haſt 
ſent, that I may fulfil a E. Weh ive duties 


i 1 rad the, ant d Senf apo} 
| . = 49) Wt Hy 99 1 5 . p. 


e Rum Sion — 
og e gion muſt 1 not. hayg rf 


— know Li 295 thy boy 1392 
” thoſe, hqngur $08 Fe quitt 

ony aff VP eyelation 85 29monad oi 
thou not aſcribed divine names; 

wie apd, qhara46rs t9:thy Son and. thy 
Sad Spirit, inn words cas. well, 25, HH ed 
BY haelt Ang haſt thou.notappoint; 


JON 


bom. fa cha glorious afficeg Han cannot 


b Secured. without ſomething), of divinity 

pr -trus.,.ggdbead,,1n, them nds yet art 
81 then, and, than; alone the true 
—_— TE God ? 


Wander Rh $ water 115 ice Be the F. ather 
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God?! How oftiatt-a; provitueak/icrparirel be: 
able: ts:2adpuſtonhdorroncilke the alatbings! 
idtas} andttolandentiindiobisiyfeerid nt 
muſt Þhbtievbandract blindfold;owatholatartts:s 
derſtanding? gc i: barnroqgs iti ni H 
Holy Father thorrhnotaſtz how! fifmly 
1 ovith all my{ouh::grhatfoquerthou : 
baſt'ptainly witten andmevcaſedrificthyward..7 
I believe: Fhtei-to bethodnly, true Gbd;ziithe? 
ſupremt of beings, ſelfeſufficient farithine:! 
ot exiftemeefand for All thy infiniteraffairs!? 
and trauſadtionssamoag creatures ndihtliuvxe | 
thy on Sons Feſus Chriftitacbe! ablafufficient: = 7 
for thWploridupwork ofrapediativindebiaen ÞF 
God and mn toter thou thabbdppoints: = = 
ed hf Lahelleve he is la manzdwaabomi 
dello alfthe fulgefslof the godhead bodily. 
Pheliseé lie is Une with-God;! he ist Gd 
matiiſeſtẽd ini the offe ff and thatitheiman 
Jas T0 Aoſely and inis parately tinite@withy 
the true ad H IOOherl; a8 t ecome 
one perſon; events the foll and body trake = 
one mans. Ihelleveithatithis Mluſtricus bers 
ſoiv is Hereby poſſeſſed ofihlirine dignity, Huf 
flcient to make Full atomment i furuthel ſins 
of men · by his faffbrugsoaι,ꝭe idegth;rivrant 
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they be accounted” an infinite evil; and 


that 
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that he hath all-ſufficient power to raiſe him- 
ſelf from the dead, to aſcend to heaven, and 
fulfil the bleſſed works for which thou haſt 
exalted him, and to govern and Judge ok 
world in thine appointed time. 
believe alſo thy bleſſed Spirit wy 
almighty power and influence to do all thy 
weill, to inſtruct men effectually in divine 
truths, to change the hearts of fallen man- 
kind from ſin to holineſs, and to carry on 
conſolation on the ſouls of all thy children, 
and to bring them ſafe to the heavenly world. 
J yield myfelf up joyfully and thankfully: to 
this method of thy ſalvation, as it 4s revealed 
in thy goſpel. But 1 acknowledge my * 
neſs ſtill. I want to have this wonderful 
dactrine of the all-ſafficience of thy Son and; 
Spirit, for t heſe | 1 1 works made Aa little x 
plainer, May not thy humble. creature be 
permitted to know what ſhare they can have 
in thy deity ?- 1s it a vain and ſinful curioſity 
do deſire to have this article ſet in ſuch a 
light, as may not: diminiſh the eternal glory 
af the unity of the true God, nor of the 
ene 1 min 1 5 
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« Hadſt thou informed me, gracious Fax 
hin in any place of thy word, that this 
divine doctrine is not to be underſtood by 

—— required to believe 
it, I would have ſubdued all my curioſity to 
faith, and ſubmitted my wandering and 
doubtful iĩmaginations, as far as it was'poſ 

ſible, to the holy and wiſe determinations of 
thy word. But I cannot find thou haſt any | 
where forbid me to underſtand it or to make 
theſe enquĩries. My conſeienoe is ther beſt 

natural light thou haſt put within me, and 
ſince thou haſt; given me the ſeriptures, my 
own conſeiente bids me ſearch the ſcriptures; 
to find out truth and eternal life: It bids me 
try all things, and hold faſt that which is 

good. And thy own word by the ſame ex. 
preſſions, eneourages this holy practice. 1 
have, therefore, been long ſearching into this | 
divine doctrine, that I may pay thee due 
honour with underſtanding. Surely W 
to know the God whom I worſhip, whether 
he be one pure and ſimple being, or whether 
thou art a threefold deity, conſiſting wr" the 
gy the Son, and the holy Spirit. 
Pear and. bleſſed God, hadſt thou N ; 
2911 ijne _ 
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ehh 290897 Ack thilght dient reed 
pavtake of theflwation/WHich'thow Haft pr 
ded: 19 Bat h cαννj“ſ f Woeakoiepemagres = 
ever take in ſo ſtrange, ſo difficult,o8allifs 
_ abſtruſb-Odgarifite aste; tim the(eXpitca- 
tron winrar old bf men 
even n of fearing)? auch piety; He oft 
themfelyeb ba: infinite! ſubtiltibs::of diſpute 
and endE&(s.mmepof d Ad- tie 
fange vandiqerptexinyAotion vf led H t 
perſons aig) make p tie trim Godpbe 
fooriterflirys ants 16: iNet ipartcof. that 
_ chriſtianodbRrine:whicht Ang tes ohdSdefbas 
_ mentunflithelnewy iavepyefilnediucns platt 
and15itaſy, eben th ther mtaheftPundtys 
ſtandings 5 lets fisido bas nit Nel 
f, thou ſcarcher of Hearks wheknoweſt 
_ althings, TaßPeaL tb Heel cerdiers 18 "the 
finceritfPof! 1 


oe: 
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haſt ſeen nie, and haſt tried my heart to- 


wards thee: If there be any lurking hypocriſy 
in my heart, any ſeeret bias towards any 


thing but Truth, uncover it O Father of 


Lights, and baniſn it from my ſoul for ever. 
If thine eye difcovers the leaſt ſpark of cri- 
minal prejudice in any corner of my ſoul, 
pxtinguuſh it utterly, that I may not be led 
aſtray from the truth, in matters of ſuch 
importance, A leaſt: mk 
miſtake, | 140. OL, . n en eee 
2. A ;Fhou: art witneſs, 0 ay God. with 


what diligence, with what conſtancy and 


care, I have read and ſearched thy, holy word, 


ho early and late, by night and by day, I 


have been making theſt enquiries: Ho fer- 
vent I haue been ſeeking thee on my bended 


knees, and di recting my humble addreſſes to 
thee, to enlighten my darkneſs, and to ſhev 
mt the mearing af thy word, that I may learn 


what I muſt believe, and what I muſt practiſe 


N to this doctrine, in onder: te 


& thee, and obtain eternal life l nnn! * 
Te 6 « Great! God, who ſeeſt all nes 3 


14 


haſt beheld what buſy temptations have been 


| pre dr gy wy call it off 


Nat: 


iqus. and Ae enquiries 


and 


27 0 THE DELTY: : u, a 


ind to give up thy word and thy geſpel as an 
unintelligible book, and betake myſelf to the 
light of nature and reaſon: But thou haſt 
been pleaſed by thy divine power to ſcatten 
theſe temptations, and fix my heart and my 
hope again upon that Saviour and that eternal 
life, which thou haſt revealed in thy word, 
and propoſed therein to our knowledge and 
acceptance. | Bleſſed be the name of my Go 
that has not ſaffered me to abandon the 


| goſpel of his Son Jef / and bleſſed. be that | 
Holy Spirit that kept me attentive to the truth 


delivered in thy goſpel. and inclined me to 
wait longer in my ſearch of theſe divine 
truths ander ou hope 1 Thy: gracious illu- 
mination. un 210 id boon 


471 LIES 


46 I. 3 call an 4 witneſs, O my 
God, what a holy jealouſy Lever wear about 
my heart, teſt; I ſhould do the ſighteſt diſ- 
honour to thy ſupreme Majeſty, in an of 
my enquiries or determinations. Thou ſeeſt 
what a religious fear, and what a tender ſoli- 
citude I maintain on my ſoul, leſt, I ſhould ' 
think or ſpeak. any thing to (diminiſh, the 
grandeurs and honours: of thy Son Je, my 
dear icky to whom I owe my evexlaſting 

noweſt hon much Lam afraid : 
1 = of 
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eaking one Word eee 
into a neglect of thxileſted. Suti ti fi i yhom 
I hope Tam dailuricewihg happy influeneg 
of light and ſtrengthꝰ Guard all: the mo- 
vont of my mind, O jalmighty: Gn, againſt 
everything bhat borders upon theſei dangers ! 
Forbid n zhdugtts>s to indulge; ani Forbid 
my: pen to write one word, tha Ihꝙud fink 
_ thoſe grand ideas which belong: to whgtelf, or 
thy Soner thy holy Spirit! Forbidl it 
+ God; that ever I DU be d unhappy 
48.45 uliglorify my Father myl Sei dur of 
2 in any of my' lentitzents o lor 
jens concerhing them. ni 120 11 
e Bleſſed andi fachfub God eee 
promiſed that the meek thou wilt guide in 
Jadgchenk tlie merle tou wilt bench thyway? 
Haſt thou riot told us by Iſaiab thytptopᷣhet 
that thou Waile bririg tlie blind byd way which 
theyuknew not, and wilt dad them in paths 
which they havenotknown ̃ ? Haft thou not 
informed us by thy prophet Hoſe: that if we 
follow eff te know the Lord; then-wes hall 
OW beg s Hatht not thy son, gur baviour; 
uſſured Us chat dun heavetilhnFathel will 
8 ab dhem whooa rim 
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| thy divitic Heath is AIV yer bus leqlog 
1100)! me, heavenly Father, frH an 
Iinte tired Tit weaty ofithefe Hifi. 


pHIHngs,5 ſc Faru AHA üftertar T WHC 


wilt thou explain it to me thyſelf, O my 


God, by the ſecret and certain dictates of | 
thy Spirit, according to the intimations of 
thy word? nor let any pride of reaſon, nor 


any affectation of novelty, nor any criminal 
bias whatſoever, turn my heart afide from 


hearkening to theſe divine dictates of thy 


word and thy Spirit. Suffer not any of my 
native corruptions, nor the vanity of my 
imagination to caſt a miſt over my eyes, while 


I am ſearching after the knowledge of thy 


mind and will, for my eternal ſalvation. 
I intreat, O moſt merciful Father, that 


. thoy wi yot ſuffer the remnant of my _ | 
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life to be waſted in ſuch endleſs wanderings, 
in queſt of thee and thy Son Fe/us, as a great 
part of my paſt days have been; but let my 
ſincere endeavours to know thee, in all the 
ways whereby thou haſt diſcovered thyſelf in 
thy word, be crowned with ſuch ſucceſs, that 
my. ſoul being eſtabliſhed in every needful 
truth by thy holy Spirit, I may ſpend my re- 
maining life according to the rules of thy 
goſpel, and may with all the holy and happy 
creation aſcribe glory and honour, wiſdom 
and power to thee, who, — 
throne, and to the Lamb for n e 
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Containing a ſpecimen of Dr. Watts's manner 
of Tgading, referred to p. 5, of his Life, 
Note [D], being Remarks on a Book en- 
titled 4 Treatiſe of Humane Reaſon, en 
1675. Small 12mo. | | | 


In the Title the Doftor 1 ne the author's 
name, Ma. CLirroRD, E. In the blank 
leaf at the beginning he puts his own name, 
with the date 1 795» and writes as follows : 5 


\HIS book when firſt publiſhed, did 
perhaps mollify the ſpirits of ſome 
men that were ſet upon perſecution of the 
Diſſenters. It has many uſeful notions in it, 


but it exalts Reaſon as the Rule of religion 


as well : as the guide to a degreevery dangerous: 
which occaſioned ſome writings Pro and Con 


at that time. 
A book called Plain Dealing, bs a ſcholar 


at Cambridge, was publiſhed in oppoſition to 


it, whoſe deſign ſeems 3 toward per- 


ſecution. 
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An Anſwer thereto came out by one Al- 
bertus Warren, called An Apology for the Dij- 
courſe of Humane Reaſon, &c. 12mo. p. 144. 
This apologizer is a perfect Hobbiſt, his 
ſtile pretty ſmooth, but his ſenſe exceeding 
thin-ſet, his thoughts trivial and common, 
chiefly againſt perſecution; nor is there any 
thing in it worth the reading ſo much as the 
character of Mr. Clifford. [This character 
being a ſingular one we will tranſcribe it.] 

« As to his perſon, twas little, his face 
rather flat than oval, his eye ſerious,  coun- 
teriance leonine, his conſtitution cholerick, 
ſanguine, tinctured with melancholy: of a 
facetious converſation, yet a great humoriſt : 
of quick parts, fo of quick paſſions, and: 
venereal, thence lazy; he was learned, very 
critical, poſitive and proud, and ſcorned to 
be rich; he had a will to be juſt; would 
drink to exceſs ſometimes. His religion was 
that of his country; he was always loyal to 
his king, and a very good poet. He died 
'twixt 50 and 60, at Sutton's hoſpital, whoſe 
maſter he then was; not much lamented by 
the penſioners. Few. knew him well. He 

was a man ſtrangely compoſed ;. 'tis queſtion- 
ö ed whether his virtues or his vices were moſt. 
„„ VV 


* 


Arn „ „ 


I incline to the laſt; yet he 1 peace- 
able and piwouſly.” _ 

Another Book called. Obſervations ho, &e. 
12mo.p.73, herein our” author is charged 
with confuſion, and Tome inconſiſtenties are 
proved upon him. But what was truly va- 
Iuable in the controverſy was not much: 1 

have [here] inſerted all that was worth notice 
by way of marginal remarks with an * And 
they are provfi of his ho attenti n ans ebe ; 
Judgment, n | 

The Doctor's own AAA ave Apigu 

y another ſignature, an t9fe only we Pall bere 

rtranſcribè. The authop having ſud (p. 2 
There being ſo many miſts caſt before me 
. * by the errors and deceits of others, hat 
one had great need of a better eye-ſight 


de than is left us by the fall of our firſt fore- 


{© father,” the Doctor remarks, * ay This 
ſentence, forced from the mitlior 8 gert by 
the mere power of truth, overthrows many 
things in his following diſcourſe, and ſhould 
have at leaſt taught him to mention Frrvent 
Prayer tv. Cod for ſafe direction as a compa- 
nion to this great guide Reaſon in =: gs of 


e r 
2 . 3. 
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P. 34. I cannot ſee how any but God 
< himſelf can certainly know that any man 
is an Heretic,” * Oz.) But ſurely He- 
reſy muſt be ied by men, elſe how can 
Hereties be rejected? Tit. iii. 10. But then 
this rejection is not with fire and ſword, but 
only a caſting them out of ſuch an et- 
tical Society. 

FP. 38. He his gave righs which admit 
of ſo many interpretations, is well content- 
* ed that they ſhall be interpreted ſeveral- 
ce. Ner- ** God who left his word ob- 
ſcure in * circumſtantials of religion, 
foreknew and deſigned to permit various in- 
terpretations therein, not that all can be 
true, but to try whether under all this doubt- 
fulneſs in leſſer matters they would all hold 
the eſſentials; and under this difference of 
| nen practiſe Charity. | 

P. 66. He bids you ſearch—there i 1s 
e therefore in man a natural ability of ſearch- 
ing ſpiritual truths, and that can be no- 
thing elſe but his underſtanding.” It 
is granted that man has a power of ſearching 


ſpiritual truths neceſſary to ſalvation, if he 


uſe all the helps God has propoſed, viz. ad- 
vice of the learned and pious, ſcripture, and 
| earneſt 


3 E N 1 


earneſt prayer, &c. But then it is not Rea- 


ſon that diſcovers all theſe ſpiritual truths to 
him, but only ſhews where they may be 
found, and reads and receives them there. 

P. 67. We lay the blaſphemous accuſa- 
e tion of injuſtice upon God, if he puniſh” 
te us for an error which we could not avoid.” 
* No man ſhall be condemned but for the 
fink of the Will: either Heathens acting con- 
trary to the light of nature, or thoſe Wh 
are born in chriſtian countries, for neglect- 
ing the helps to knowledge, or en their 
underſtandings, „ 

P. 69. © In this caſe beet in ligne 
« we cannot know our fault, and therefore 


« have no means of repenting Ef itt 


* Therefore we grant, the condemning 
| ſentence ſhall not be pronounced on ny for 
mere invincible Ignorance. | 


P. 87. « Reaſon is to be Wan that 


te Rule and that Guide we look for, &c.“ 


*,* If this author would be content to 


exalt Reaſon only as a Guive to us in the 


ſearch after the RyuLe of Religion, perhaps 


he might be defended: but to make it the 
Rule and Guide too attributes more to it 


than a Chriſtian dares aſſent to. The follow» 
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« * callary = without. * 


by its conduct; which if referred to our | 
ſearch: after a Rule, or ſuperior Guide, vig. 
| Revelation, may be ſafely admittad 37 (eſpe- 


reaſoning are ſuch as would 
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ing uaatati an which the Doc mages "_ ap- 
probation 13 worthy, ＋ being inſerted. © * In 
< this matter Reaſop is the Eye, trug Reli- 
"Is * gion is the Object: all other helps, di- 
man, are as the light, as ſpec- 
tacles, &c. Now it is impoſſible to fee. 
With any thing but our own, eyes, i., e. 
Our R Vet a clear Light is alſo ne- 
ich our eye cannot ſee. 
the abisct, nor 98 Bae find n the 
tte Religion 105 nE! 41125 1 
As the. end; of the inch, the haet aries the 
falleain Remarks on the whole. 
This Diſcourſe, of human reaſon contains 
many. valuable and bold truths of the neccſ- 
fity and uſefulneſs of ſearching for happineſs 


A 


eially if he bad. joined earneſt Prayer to God 
therewith). But the bent and ſtrain of his 

se ſeems to bid us depend on human f 
Reaſon aloneiim the ſearch of happineſs itfelf, 
or; heaven and falvation.; and his methods of 
lead the 1 1gnQn 


rant and unwary into 4 complete and ſole 


5 * n., . ſenſe on this 


* ſubject. 


4 
OE 


KY E 119 
ſubject is contained in theſe Remarks, which 
eſpecially; refer to the laſt: part of this book 


from p. go. to the end. 
It muſt be granted, dna en bf find ani 


8 and enquiry, are led by Reaſon to 


the acknowledgment of the divinity of Serip- 


ture; deducing this conclufion from à hun- 


dred moral arguments and probabilities, 
which united amount to a certainty and de- 


monſtration- Thus by Reaſon we find out 


the Rule of Religion, which is infallithle ; 
bat then owr Reaſon muſt ſubjeck itſelf" to 


be guided by: that Rees Warn 18 enen 


infatlible; - | 

ii pe 86. 2 But chis Rab PE Fung 
< muſt be interpreted by Reaſon.” Arſ. In 
things which are plainly and expreſsly af- 
ſerted by this Rule of Sctipture, and that in 
a ſenſe which contradicts not other parts of 


feriptare, or natural liglit, our reaſon muff 


ſubmit} and believe the thing, thongh it can- 
not find the das) or manner of its being ; 

So in the Doctrines of the Trinity and In- 
carnation; which are above the reach of our 
reaſon im this preſent ſtats But we cannot, 
nor mutt. we be led to take the words of 


yo in ſuch a ſenſe as expreſsly and 
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120 1711. Þ- 1 ; 
evidently contradicts all ſenſe and reaſon ; 
as Tranſubſtantiation: for the two great 
Lights of God, Reaſon and Revelation ne- 
ver contradict each other, "gh one be ſu- 
perior to the other. 

Therefore Reaſon has a great deal to do 
in Religion, via. to find out the Rule, to 


compare the parts of this Rule with one 


another, to explain the one by the other, to 
give the grammatical and logical ſenſe of the 
expreſſions, and to exclude ſelf-contradic- 
tory interpretations, as well as interpreta- 
tions contrary to Reaſon. But it is not to 
ſet itſelf up as a Judge of thoſe truths ex- 
preſſed therein which are aſſerted by a ſupe- 
rior and infallible dictator God himſelf; but 
Reaſon requires and commands even the 
ſubjection of all its own powers to a truth 
5 thus divinely atteſted, for it is as poſſible 
and as Prager that Fa — propoſe Doc- 


comprehend, as Nitto to our io which 
we cannot ſee the reaſon of; for he is equally 
ſuperior to gur Underſtanding and Will, 
and he puts the obedience of Both to a wink | 
Yet after all it muſt be acknowledged, 
that t the ** you of mankind, as well as 
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of chriſtians, have their Reaſon ſo exceed- 


ingly weak, their prejudices ſo ftrangely 


ſtrong, that to ſearch and to diſ- 


tinguiſn truth ſo great, that there ſeems to 
be a neceſlity of the Spirit of God by pow-- 
erful and ſecret influence to lead thoſe whom 


he deſigns to ſave, both to the belief of the 
Scriptures as the Rule, and to the interpre- 


tation of thoſe parts of the Rule which are 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation. And we 


find that the beſt account that moſt Chriſ- 
tians can give why they believe Scripture to 
be the word of God, and why they believe 
this or that to be the ſenſe of Scripture is, 
becauſe they have found ſuch influences pro- 


ceeding from it on their hearts, to change 1 


their wills from ſinful to holy, and turn 


their ſouls from ſin and the creature and 


this preſent world of vanity to God and Re- 


ligion, and eternal things: And this is ae 5 
properly called the teſtimony of the Sf pirit ; 


which the Proteſtants oppoſe to the Popiſh 
teſtimony of the Church ; this laſt being ex- 


ternal and rational only, and built upon a 
hundred probable circumſtances which are 
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being Per and common to all true Chriſ- 
tians, and hy which all. muſt be ed. 

And it may be. remarked here, that the 
Ss” why rational and learned men exalt 
Reaſon ſo high, and mak it to be their ſole 
guide and judge in things of religion is, be- 
cauſe they find their own Reaſon able to 
prove the truth and divinity. of Scripture 
and the Chriſtian: Religion, and to ſecure 
N them from the follies and abſurdities of 
Atheiſm, Judaiſm, Paganiſm, and Maho= 
metiſm. But they cannot condeſcend to 
ſympathize with the vulgar, and think bow 
ing feeble and variable and. deceivable 
5 are the minds and rcaſoning powers of the 
generality of mankind; who. all have, fouls 
to. ſave; towards whoſe direction in; 
truth, and ſecurity, and eſtabliſnment — 
unto falvation, it is very evident ſomething | 
more is needful, than the infirmand unſteady 
faculties « of nature; and as this author him- 

ſelf by the very force of truth thoughtleſsly 
aſſerts, p. 2. One had great need of a bet · 
* Ir, eye-light, than is left us ak the W 
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Dear, . 


FHREEE read with attention the view _ 
you have given of Dr. Watts's laſt ſentiments 
concerning the Doarine of the Trinity, and think 
you have undeniably proved that the common re- 
ports of certain perſons, reſpecting his renuncia- 
tion of the orthodox faith, are without foundation. 
But I muſt take the liberty. to ſay, that in the ex- 
tracts which you have given from his two laſt pa 
lications, you have led your readers to ente 
an idea that he was entirely in what has been 
called of late 2% Indwelling-cheme ; that, be did 
not maintain a diſtinction of perſons in the God- 
head, but conceived of God, as being only one 
perfon, who is called the Father, and that it was 
this one perfon who dwelt in the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
in conſequence of which union Chriſt is God. 
Whereas I think you muſt have found; in exgmin- 
mg hs writings, that he-did-not deny a three-fold 
diſtindtion in Deity, and that Chriſt had an ex- 
Mence as God! previous to the union of the human 
nature to the Godhead. For my en part, tho 
F would by no means condemn you and others, 
who are in the Indwelling-feheme, as heretics, 
firice you mean to ſupport the Neity of Chriſt ; 
and F think your ſentiments widely different from 
Arianiſm or Socinianifm ; yet I muſt confeſs to 
nk that 1 do not believe this to be the feripture 
_ repreſentation 
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repreſentation of the dottrine. And, tho' I am 
clearly of opinion that our orthodox writers are 
not to be juſtified, who ſpeak of the Father, Son, 
and Spirit as three perſons ſo diſtin from each 
other as to be three beings, (which I cannot vin- 
dicate from the charge of Tritheiſm ;) yet I do 
_ apprehend that there is a three-fold diſtinction in 
Deity, which juſtifies the term three perſons, and 
that to each of theſe the eſſential attributes of 
Deity belong. Herein I cannot but think Dr. 
Watts's opinion coincided with my own, fo that 
be was more orthodox than your view of his ſen- 
timents would lead your readers to ſuppoſe. 


I am, with fincere reſpect, &c. 


e e E R II. 
Auſawer to the foregoing. 


"My dear and worthy friend, 


1 THANK you for. the freedom of your re. 
ak. and for the opportunity which you have 
afforded me of expreſſing my ideas about Dr. 
Watts's ſentiments, and e ſome queries 
to you concerning your Own. | 

I firmly believe that Dr. Watts was, in the latter 

of his life at leaſt, in the ſentiments which, 
upon the moſt deliberate and impartial enquiry, I 
have embraced, reſpeQing the Deity of Chriſt, &c. 
called the Indwelling-/cheme.. His idea ſeems 
clearly to me to have been this: That God is one 


infinite being, poſſeſſed of all perfections: That 


this one God is he who is often characterized as 
the Fatber. That Jeſus Chriſt is another being, 
or perſon, in himſelf inferior to the Father and 

derived from him ; as you and all the orthodox 


will | 


* 
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will allow the man Chriſt to he ; Bus flint 


exiſted with the Father before all worlds; (which 
you, with the Socinians, deny:) And that the 
one God, the Being called the Father, (with re- 
ference to Chriſt the Son) was ſo united to him, 
and ſo dwelt in him, that he became one with God, 
and in conſequence of this union he is properly 


God, ſo that at his 1 incarnation: Go was munife fied | 


in the fleſh. | 
It is true, hs does ſometimes allude to the idea 
of ſome unknown diſtinctions in Deity ; but at moſt, 
J conceive, he only means to ſay, he does not 
know what diſtinctions the incomprehenſible na- 
ture of Godhead may admit of; nor do I. 
(See p. 77.) But I cannot find that it was any 
. 1 his faith that there are ſuch diſtinctions 
in the Godbead as you ſpeak of; on the contrary 
he maintains that the perſon, or being, united to 


the man Chriſt Jeſus, was not a part of Deity (for 


ſo I muſt conceive of it if it was not the whole 
Godhead) or an exiſtence ſeparate from the Father, 
but that it was the Father himſelf. See p. 76, 77. 
So that I cannot think that I have given a REI 
repreſentation of his ſentiments. 

And now, my good friend, as I am writing to 
vou on this ſubjett, I will embrace the opportu- 
nity which you have afforded me for enquiring, 
What is meant by that three-fold diſtindtion in Deity 
which you maintain? I have put this queſtion to 
many who uſe this phraſeology, but could never 
get a ſatisfactory anſwer. When I have propoſed 


* Dr. Watts, in his ſermons printed 172 t, has theſe 
expreſſions: The Son of God is ſpoken of in the New 
„ Teſtament. as a very glorious perſon, who was ſome way 


s begotten of the Father, i. e. derived from God the Father, 


« Vol. II. p. 452. He is conſtituted near to God by ap un- 
- "i fheakable. union. What joys, what unknown delights 
- <© poſleſs the holy ſoul of the man Jeſus! for he is the neareſt 


creature to the bleſſed God ; for he is one with Godhead. * 
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my difficulties, I have been told “ the fubjeR is 
. myſterious, and I muſt not pry to inquiſitivelyß 
< into the deep things of God.“ Now I am 
willing to remain ignorant of what. God has not 
thought fit to reveal. But ſurely revealed truth, 
may be underſtood, and it cannot be preſumptuous 
to ſearch into the meaning of it. However, the 
enquiry in the preſent caſe is not about the 
divine nature itſelf, but about a mere human form 
of {pecch in reſpect to it. And is there any pre- 
ſumption in aſking a fellow · creature, when he ules 
language 2 which I do not under- 
Rand, I bat! he menns by it? or in ſtating che 
objebtions I have to it? With as much propriety 
might I charge him with preſumption in objecting 
to any phraſeology f mine, or deſiring of me 
an explication of it. Do you expect or with 
me, good Sir, to adopt any modes of ſpeech, 
without having ideas to them? Is this a ſufficient 
teſt of a perſon's being orthodox ? 1 have always 
thought orthodoxy: to ſignify, not ſpenking but 
. ebinking right. For any thing that appears, I think 
the ſame of God as you do. You ſeem! to main- 
- tain the Unity of God in as abſolute a ſenſe as my- 
ſelf, inaſmuch as;ydu deny God to be three beings. 
-Wherein then do we differ? Were you to tell me 
freely what ideas you have when you talk of three 
diſtinctions in Godbead, poſſibly it might: appear 
that you believe no more than I do, or 1 might 
readily fall into your ſentiments. But till you tell 
me your meaxing, (which ſurely. you can do if you 
have any) I am incapable of making a compariſon 
between your ſentiments and my own. At pre- 
ſent, the mode of expreſſion which you adopt 
appears to me highly exceptionable. 3 
I can form no idea of a three-fold diſtinction in 
Deity but that of bree Beings, or three compo- 
nent parts, which is equally inconſiſtent with 5 
| g 6 unity, 


— 
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unity, and would imply divilbility- which I. am 


fare you would proteſt againſt. I can eaſily con- 
ceive of a diſtinction between the attributes of God; 
But do you make the Son and Spirit to be only 
diſtinct attributes? If fo, with what propriety 
can they be repreſented, and addreſſed, as perſons 2 
or how can they ſuſtain different offices, and pers 


form different works? or indeed any at all? 


Beſides, if the attributes of God be allowed to 
be perſonified, it will follow that there are as many 


perſons in God as there are attributes. If the 


Wifdom of God be called one er, and his 
Power another, his Holineſs may be as juſtly ſtiled 
a third, his Goodneſs a fourtb, &c. The attributes 
of Deity are only the properties of his nature. 
Neither of theſe can be properly called God, or 


be ſpoken of as ?qual to God, who is the being to 


whom they all belong. Moreover God himſelf 
you muſt allow to be a being, and God the Father 
you will admit is a per/on, in the proper ſenſe of 

that term, i. e. an intelligent being: but if the 
Son and Spirit are only attributes of God, then 


they are not equal to him, and conſequently this 


notion is contrary to the orthodox faith. If you 
mean that the one God ſuſtains: three CharaFers 


or Relations, this is intelligible enough, but then 


it is not or/hodox;; it is pure Sabellianiſm. Beſides 
God ſuſtains more characters and relations than 


#bree, conſequently, according to as; e . 


there are more diſtinftions or perſons *. 


If Chriſt as Cod be a diſtinct perſon from the Pacher does 
it not follow that there are #460 penſuns in jeſus Chriſt? for he 
was a perſon as man. This I know ſome Trinitarians deny, 
but it is only to ſerve a turn. Muſt it not be a perſon who 
thinks, ſpeaks, acts, ſuffers, and dies ? Are not the perſonal 


- pronouns conflantly applied to Chriſt as man? Do not you 


often ſpeak of him as acting and ſuffering as man? To me no- 
—_ can be plainer than that Chriſt as man was a perſan; 


con equently, unleſs he be two perſons, he is not as God a 
ulcer diſtinct from — Father. 
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I can think of no other ſenſe in which the terms 
can be uſed. Perhaps you will ſay, that “ ſince 


« the nature of God is to us incomprehenſible, 
a there may, for ought we can tell, be ſuch diſ- 


. tinctions in it as have been ſuppoſed. 2 TI anſver, 


There may be various things in God of which we 

worms of the earth have no conceptions, and 
it does not become us to deny any thing concern- 
ing him, however myſterious, which does not 
evidently imply an imperfection. But let me ſay, 
it is equally preſumptuous in us to affirm any thing 


concerning God which he bimſelf has not clearly 
revealed. And it is no juſt argument that here is 
this or that property or diſtinction in the divine 

nature, merely that the contrary cannot be clearly 


proved. I beſeech you to think nen this 


would lead us. 
Our faith, with reſpeft to 4 * God i is, maſt be 


| founded, not on what may be ſuppoſed paſſible, 
and cannot be proved falſe, but on what divine 


Revelation clearly aſſerts to be true. And to be- 
lieve any thing concerning the Deity of which we 


can give no rational account, or to uſe language | 
reſpeQing him without ideas, is ſo far from giving 


him glory, that it is doing him diſhonour. At beſt 
it is to darken counſel by words without knowledge. 

If you can give me a rational and ſcriptural ex- 
ation: of the above terms, by which the Deity 


of the Father, Son, and Spirit can be maintained 
to greater advantage than upon Dr. Watts's plan, 


(which for want of a better I at preſent ar.) 
_ﬀ will confer a great obligation n 


. Dear Sir, 
ISS, Your friend and ſervant, | 


CY 
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